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Introduction

The transformations impinging upon the Arabic stygigcluding Syria, has been accelerating
due to the development of the societal educatiorosading the youth; from the religious and
tribal identity to the national one then, nowaddgshe concept of the identity of what is beyond
the national, and to the globalization that has\@essing in order to make the world directing
towards the sole American-Western style.

All of this is taking place within a short periofitone that made the youth live the crisis of their
inability to identify its clear identity, in adddn to the crises specifically surrounding Syria th
occupation of Palestine and Iraq and the continthngat of the youth and their future, so that
they have become living in constant anxiety abbeirtnational, crucial issues and personal
affairs, such as finding a job, getting marriedf-attainment, etc.

1. Purpose of the Study

The research aims at studying the Syrian youtblgations and interests in issues surrounding
them and how they think of the other (i.e. thelitade towards the other sex, the family, and
surroundings, etc.), their future and the issudb&f homeland and fellow citizens, in addition
to the problems standing in their way.

2. Importance of the Study

The youth form a large segment of the Syrian conityuihe mission of development and
progress lies on their shoulders. My interest ia slubject emerges from the special position this
portion occupies in the structure of the societyeylalso represent a fundamental pillar upon
which the boom and progress of the society depehdg;are the nucleus of social change since
they have power, energy and ability to renew and;ghey are the core of economic change,
since they have youthful productive potentials;ittegrument and purpose of development, and
there is no comprehensive development if the staés not pay attention to them and work
continuously on fulfilling their demands. Knowinggetyouth's future orientations and the means
of dealing with these orientations begets knowigiges orientations and future, too.

According to 2004 census carried out in Syria,gbpulation between 15-24 years old is
4,003,00 forming 21.3% of the total populationloé Syrian Arab Republic (SAR); that is, they
are one fifth of the population. Hence the impoctanf the study as it sheds light on this fifth,
being Syria's future.

3. Limitations of the Study

Spatial domain: the study has examined the Syrian youth in sedlegppeernorates/
MUHAFAZAT represented in seven: Allepo, Lattakiams, Dai Azzor, Suwaida, Damascus
and its countryside, taking into considerationdkegraphical areas and their social
representation; that is, the ratio of each govexteoirom the sample is the governorate's
population ratio.

Temporal domain: the theoretical study and the deduction of theokiygses guiding the
research have been carried out at the beginni@§@7. Data is collected in April 2007 in
harmony with the start of universities and schools.



Human domain: the study examines the youth's viewpoints durivegage between 14-24, the
age of adolescence and taking serious life de@dioat will define one's directions and
relationships, taking into consideration the twae@ational stages, university and high school.
The aim of this is not having entered the practiclistic life yet, or finishing the education
stage before entering the market. The study covatgauth ages regardless of their current
occupations or jobs.

4. Hypotheses of the Study

The study depends on a basic hypothesis; thamdsyikg the youth's orientations and

viewpoints of issues relating to their personaé$ivand conceptions of the societal life, the
changes surrounding them and the problems stamuihgir way, according to the youth's
priorities. In addition, it depends on various hiases of studying relations the researcher seeks
for, which might come up during the analysis, sastihe relation of age, sex and education to
the various issues of society, and the relatioh #ie other inside and outside family.

5. Methodology of the Study

The study adopts the method of social survey fondas by randomly selecting provinces
according to the property of being north, soutist ea west of Syria. The researcher adopts the
cluster sample for representing the youth's lifedhools, universities and general life for those
who stopped studying. The sample is randomly satiewithin the defined segment. We depend
on the ratio of each segment of the populatiomédensus groups.

6. Instruments of the Study

The study depends completely on a questionnaiteythess with the hypotheses of the study
which will be proved or disproved.

The questionnaire includes general and personain&tion, information about viewpoints and
attitudes and open questions.

- The questions depend as much as possible on vatmises enabling the research team
to use automatic sorting out of the results.

- The questions depend on an interview between Beareher and subjects in the
governorates meant for research (under the supmma$ a supervisor).

7. Problem of the Study and its analysis in Syria

The Social changes in Syria have imposed on théhymew requirements in order to adapt, and
harmonize themselves with modern life. The youththe most influenced by social change.
These requirements start with them in the familg amove with them to school and its
educational system, then to the rest of the so¢Adgaati 2003: 9).

a.Family: It is no more the comprehensive, multifunctiomastitution, in educational, cultural,
socio-economic terms. Its role is limited due te &@mergence of other institutions competing
with it to take its place. The family is no mordfsedependent; it is wide open to foreign

influences and multi-educational practices. Consatly, the family has been subject to deep



changes making it a secondary environment for brqngp individuals (et al 1999: 266), though
it remains the most popular site where childrencared for and raised.

b. School and education systemrhe Arab youth have the opportunity to keep updiatieh
knowledge and thinking types that stir them uptémd against or even reject behavioral and
value dictations to which the society is accuston@ahsequently, there is a gap between the
old's education and that of the young, particulaily the availability of better opportunities of
education for the latter which were not as avaddbl the former. We find many disparities
between the parents of a certain educational, rallkenvel, and the parents of a lower one in
terms of dealing with the new circumstances summtheir offspring (al-Hajjar 1992: 121).
As well, we find a similar relationship between thstructor and student; the student's life is not
devoid of being subject to the instructor's auttyosihich in turn stands for the authority of the
society, especially when the educational systeniciwis responsible for social naturalization, is
defamed by tyranny. Educational systems are sfilesng from deficiency and insufficiency in
terms of the absence of entertainment in educatitwierable burdens laid on students’
shoulders, the mistaken educational practiceshinas and the undeveloped examination
system and the non-copartner relationship betweeimstructor and student. All of this results
in the failure of schools and the educational sysa¢large in achieving the objectives of
continuous education and encouraging the adolesteaént to work independently and
innovate.

c. Society: In addition to the basic educational institutitingt influence the youth's values and
directions, there are the means of technologicalloéion and media that have led to
interlocking the stripes of the educational procass pouring the values out from various
resources on the youth to form their educationdirettions. The increase of the sharpness and
educational, social, value discrepancy has letid¢artcrease of the space between the old
generation and its special education and the ygengration and its special education and the
aggravation of the so-called "generations confitttnomenon (al-Hajjar 1992:121).

Furthermore, the Arab youth's involvement in thistxg contradiction within the society and
the old's carelessness of this diversity may itilvarious shapes of contradiction. The youth's
non-participation in planning for their lives anghning their affairs have led to the emergence
of foreignization among the youth (Izzuddeen 20038:8

The youth suffer at the end of adolescence andhbhew) of youth of personal, social and
psychological problems disabling them to commumigabper with what is surrounding them.
The youth's values and orientations towards tluiresy and life, which we are trying to know in
this study, sometimes clash with their lack of kienlge and recognition of political information
and eruditions. This makes the youth passive tosviireir important national cases. This is
accounted for by Holians who regards that the catifiee university youth's foreignization from
their countries' issues is their ignorance of tiiernational events and their low education; this i
happening here and in Europe (Holians 1972: 120).

The whole world has become a small village becafisge communication revolution and
economic transformation towards globalization impgsiew values on the youth, where the
youth's cultural styles and choices have rapidgnged (Mok 2005: 310).



When studying the youth's orientations it is impattto know their roles in the family and
society. Schnieder found that the youth's deviaftiom the social pattern existing in their
countries might make them careless about the clsaagag place in their surroundings and
unobserving to taking a specific decision abouir tb@untries' cases (Schnieder 1975: 130).

Consequently, overlooking the youth's problemsaffairs by the society pushes them to step
aside turning to personal affairs not of any indete the whole community. In other words,
attracting the youth is possible but by gettingrhiavolved in taking decisions in the family,
school and social activities.

We will here focus on the previous studies thateagarried out in Syria (the domain of the
present research). Among the most important stuslielaha Zahlug's and Ali Watfi's study
(Tartus 1992) entitled "The Youth's Orientationsdaods Marriage Habits and its Social
Functions". The aim of this study is to identifthouth's orientations towards marriage habits,
dominant marriage traditions, divorce habits, doamg sexual relations between the two sexes.

Its sample is a comprehensive survey of summer rangudents in Tartus.

- The results show the rooting of some traditionatrrage traditions among the youth; a
large segment of girls look at early marriage as@ally not accepted habit.

- Young men accept girls' marriage before 20; gafase polygamy.
- Young men reject dowry, whereas girls assert ifsoirrance.

Zahlug-Watfi's study shows the influence of baditsadbominant in the society on the youth's
ideas and anticipation that have to be differehesk ideas and anticipations are linked and
affected by the family's traditional orientationsladesires.

This is also clear in our present study in thewatés of women and their traditional roles and in
the youth's goals and attitudes that have beendtepigly bound to the past in Syria till 2007.

Mohamed 1z Arabi's study (1997) "Damascus UnivgisSiudents' Orientations towards
Marriage Means and Family Organization" aims atvking the students' orientations in
Damascus University towards marriage means andyfamrganization and the special
characteristics of the future partner. The popotatiample is about 1122 male and female
students from the various colleges of Damascusédsity. The result shows the influence of the
socio-economic level on the issues of engagemehtrairiage, and the linkage of this to the
various colleges of Damascus University, the diganey of the length of studying years and

types.

This research, although has been dealt with byr odsearchers, discusses marriage issues and
family organization by raising questions aboutwas/s of choosing the partner, his/her favorite
characteristics, and the best age of marriageifis: glowever, our study tackles more issues
regarding the socio-political life of the Syrianugb.

Regarding the sample ages, we find that the researmcentrates on the ages before
university—the age of adolescence. The aim ofrésgarch is to get to know the opinions of
this group and their inclinations and orientatiansl which of those are closer to the family, as
well as school friends' orientations. The reseasrhied out by Ahmad Abu Ras entitled “The



Young Orientations towards Work and Education” (208 one of the most important studies
about the youth's orientations. Abu Ras' studyeshtire target of this study concerning the
knowledge of the youth's orientations towards etlosaand work in the conditions of the social
changes. Abu Ras' study concluded that the yootigatations towards work:

1. vary according to sex

2. differ according to social status (married, doeal, single, widow, etc.)

3. change according to the job undertaken (pulblicivate)

Abu Ras' study shows that the youth's orientatasesalmost the same in all the Syrian
governorates/ muhafazat. This study as well extemdsver all the Syrian governorates dealing
with Syria as one unit.

As a beginning we carried out a pilot study in §uziology and Medicine departments
(Damascus University) on some young groups in aim&now their orientations and the
possible quality of questions for the extensiveagsh that we intend to do about Syria. This
clarified the existence of the value contrast udshts' life, between parents and children. As
80% of the sample group was in worry about itsrieitn the other hand, the same group
believed that their being accepted in Sociologiedicine was a just dependant upon the
grades received in the baccalaureate, and noteinaivn choice. Moreover, the study showed
also that accomplishment stimulus is one of thdesits' worries. There is in fact a doubt about
accomplishment during one’s life time.

Analysis of the study data about the Syrian younggople, 2007

The sample included 2370 students between theddesand 24, the years of study between
high school and university. It is the period betwé®e two ages of adolescence and beginning of
youth age when work choices are to be made. Thalsd the stage of marriage: choosing the
partner and the issue of keeping family valuesteaditions alive when having a family. All this
requires a stable body of values that leads toigin decision taking for every stage and
orientation.

Age and Gender

The sample comprised 2370 individuals whose gediatebuted approximately due to the right
choice of the sample of the Syrian family socidtye largest percentage was (14.3%) for those
aging 24 year old, followed by ages 20 and 23—tjesaf university and looking for work.
People of ages 15-18 amount to 34%, 19-21 (31%) 2224 (35%). This shows that all
sampled students are over 19 years old, which sept&6% of the researched students. It is a
group which should be studied to know its way afking and understanding of current issues
and the view of the youngest people in the Syraety. As it is on the ground; concerning the
diagram of gender it is distributed to males amddies approximately equally in the whole
sample, 49% females and 51% males, respectivedy¥-i

Sample Distribution According to the Governorate (kg. 3)

The sample we chose was in proportion with eaclegmrate’s population in relation to the
whole population in Syria. So, it is normal to havpercentage of 59% only from Damascus

with its countryside, and Aleppo, bearing in mihdttthese governorates have residents from the
other Syrian areas.



Education (Figure 5)

The diversity of fields that this sample was tak®m manifested itself clearly in the different
levels of education which are closer to the lewélhe education of the population where 80%
of those are less than high school. In the prose&scusing on the educational level and training
of the survey givers, the formal certificate is tme gained through public education only.

The percentages of illiteracy and those whoread and write (3% and 5% respectively) are
low in the sample in proportion with the statelliferacy, in general, in Syria. The percentage
mounted up to 19% in the whole country for diffarages (Central Bureau of Statistics, 2004).
The number reflects the young group of societyaathe youngest. Add to that, the researcher
favors those who give opinion and express inter&gith the aim to know the relation between
gender and education and their quantity in the $axfjigures 2-4), we find that in all
educational levels the females number is larger that of the males, except in the primary
school where the percentage of males is 69%, whédemales is 30%. This percentage is
approximate in the preparatory stage (49% maleS02%. females), while it is 84% males and
52% females in the high school. The disparity istfie benefit of females in intermediate
institutes reaching 46% for males, in return to S4¥demales. Also, in university the
percentage is for the benefit of females (54% \.#Gales). For example, the percentage of
females is greater than that of males in diffefaatlties, except in Engineering with all its
different departments. The sample is generally adhacas it is shown from the percentages in
Figures 1-5 and 2-5.

Work (Figure 6)

This sample concentrates on high school and urniiyestsidents, which represents 63% of the
whole sample. This conforms to the intended ageggavhich are mainly between 14-24, the
suitable age for education, in addition to the fhat this conforms to the ages where 57% are
between 20-24 ages. These rates show that thees@nphinly comprised of students. This is
emphasized to know the selections and expectabibtie coming sample.

Relation with Family (Figure 7)

In the whole sample the largest percentage of tsgrthe relation with the family as being
"good" is 36%, "excellent" 34%, “incongruent” 5%yéak” 4%, “fair’ 19.5%. These

percentages, from “fair” to “incongruence,” mountemto 28.6% which is one third of the

whole sample. However, in the presence of othepleea big percentage in the society is keen
on saying that the relation is "excellent". Theralways a difference between what they say and
what is actually done in the society; i.e. ‘genieratonflict’ as it is called sociology.

When upset, who do you confide with (Figure 8)7?

This question follows the question of the relatiaith the family due to the fact that 41% of the
sample finds the resort with a friend, though #latron with the family is “excellent”. On the
other hand, 17% of the sample answered “no onethvtiraws attention to the loneliness of the
adolescent and his/her inability to share his mwisl with anyone. The disparity between
generations is represented clearly in the agerdiifee with the mother (18.5%) and the father
(4.5%), reflecting lack of communication and weaknfly ties. Figure (1-8), sharing problems
according to gender, shows that 76% males and 248alés resort to the father, while to the



mother the percentages are reversed; 29% for rante49% for females.

This makes it clear that there is gender segregatithe family; males approach males, females
resort to females—either parents or siblings. “Blgaworries with brothers” is 80% for males
and 20% for females, while for sisters it is 17%al@s) and for females it is 82%. The biggest
number is among friends of the same sex, whicleiig important socially, culturally and
economically. That is due to the fact that frieads coupled with each other, usually exchange
opinions and communicate with each other more Wigmthe other members in the family and
the society.

The Best Way for Getting Married (Figure 9)

In spite of the several choices of marriage laitheyouth, it is limited to two ways only: family
arranged marriages (28%) or personal choice (68.5%@ latter is the up-to date way for an
educated person to choose the spouse with a deditéld a relationship based on mutual
satisfaction of both parties. To validate the rsswe divided the sample in accordance with
these choices and according to gender to conchatartales preferred personal acquaintance
(Figure 2-9), while girls preferred engagement digilothe family. This is because girls have
tendency to a tradition which she can trust anthbee guaranteeing for the future of the
relationship.

Choosing Clothes from the Market (Figure 8)

The biggest percentage of males who chose thalieddoy themselves is 48%, by the mother is
22%, and with the help of a friend is 15%. If wekdack at the relation according to gender
(Figure2-10), we find that the individual choice foales is greater than that of females. By
himself/ herself is 55% (males) and 44% (femalAs)regards shopping with the mother we find
that the males' percentage is 24%, while for femalis 75%, because the female has a tendency
to choose her clothes with the help of her mothke lowest percentage goes for the father,
shopping with the father is only 2.6% of the san{fide both males and females), although the
father is one who usually pays for the items bought

The appropriate Age for Marriage (Figure 1-11)

The question aimed at defining the girl's best agmarriage. The young in Syria generally
believe that the best ages for marriage are: 2% (@f7fthe sample), and 25 (19%). Between these
ages there are dispersed rates that are obvioysutTibdifferently, this is the opinion of the
sample which supports the idea of getting marridteeafter high school or after university. Of
course, this depends on the conditions of the mavoman at any stage. For example, the age of
marriage for a university girl student is afterdyation. The researched sample shows with a
larger percentage of 25% that the best age forhyisl@0, and 21% to the age of 25 years old.
Studying the accumulative percentage we find thé&t ®f the sample prefers the marriage of the
male before 30, bearing in mind the age group ®fésearch because most of the young change
their beliefs after this age.

What is the Appropriate Number of Children in the Family (Figure 11-2)7?

The largest percentage is 33% who chose 2 kids, 3Rs, 21% 4 kids. This means that 92%
of the sample chose 4 kids and less. This is @yt lessen the number of children in Syria in
general, as response to family organization canmgaiy the state and the responsible bodies



about family issues. This is due to the increaggojpulation which is threatening development.
The researched age group is between 14-24, whiamsrteat the concept of a smaller family
have become clearer in the minds of those who teanave a family in the future in Syria.
There is a percentage of 4.5% of those who wankihea very little percentage in contrast
with the prevailing traditions to increase the nembf children in the family.

Priorities in the Family (Figure 12)

Regarding Question 12, we find that the aim waamwv the most important values in the
family, not in the partner but rather inside thmiig to which the young belongs. This was to
know and be closer to the family atmosphere. Tieaeromantic tendency on the side of the
youth to chooséove as a priority (36%), followed breligion 32% andeducation (11%), very

far from love and religion. This means that thei&yfamily dangles between love and religion.
The strange thing is that 115 of the researchegkaoonsidersnoney as a priority among the
family values, as 5% put it in the first place, l@hi1% in the second place, and 18% in the third
place. Going back to the first value of the whaegple, i.e. love, we find that the priorities vary
according to gender; 44% for males and 56% for fesad his proves that females are more
inclined to this value. As for religion it is 54%néles) and 46% (females). The value of
education is divided equally between males and iesndoney, on the other hand, is a priority
to 115 people of those researched, 62% for malgé88%b for females. This shows that males
are more inclined to considering financial valussariority in their lives, due to marriage
requirements. Comparing family values with the edional level we find thdbve, the first
priority, was chosen by 41% of high school studewnitiicials or university students, and 11% of
graduates. On the other hand, the priority of r@tigvas chosen by 6% of the graduates, 7% by
the intermediate institute graduates, 42% by thdergraduate, and 35% by the preparatory
school students. From this it is clear that thecspolitical atmosphere makes the value more
effective, as the family choice affects the youmghieir own choices of values.

Expectations of having a Job after Graduation (Figue 13)

In the sample, the researched answered "Yes" (306),(10.5%), "job opportunities are
hardly possible (29%) and 27 % considered thas 'fiiossible but with some kind of favourism."
This suggests that 66% of the sample doesn’t rageih getting a job after finishing school.
Answers affirm that the young have a feeling ofaimfess, where 29% believe tliaiourism
could achieve job opportunities but refficiency, efforts exerted, or academic achievement.

Have you ever Participated in a Cleaning-up Campaigin your Town? (Figure 14)

To avoid direct questions like: Would you like tolunteer in any humanitarian work?, and get
clear answers regarding the sense of volunteesoal responsibility, and the desire to do
something for the general welfare of the society;used the above-mentioned question in the
survey. Thus, 41% of the youth answered "Yes" farreto 20% who said "No", while 39% of
the researched answered "Yes", but only with théggaation of the whole society, which
shows reluctance to volunteer work. That is becthusevork of the whole community means
that work is not voluntary. It is a situation whiekpresses lack of desire to work voluntarily for
the benefit of the whole, something that needsunung in the family or school.

That is why we discussed in Figure (2-15) the r@tabf education to volunteering, which
showed that the highest percentage of "Yes" is fuonaersity students (39%), followed by



(32%) for the undergraduate. Thus, ages betweef@Ese?more willing to volunteer for the
welfare of the community.

Generally, the disparity between the desire to maer if others participate and the non-desire to
serve the community is at a very high rate. loisiething very worrying in a society where the
good deed should be regarded highly for the pwidifare for a better future.

Are you Optimistic about your Future? (Figure 15)

The majority of the sample is confident about tleiure (77% vs. 22% of those who are not).
This is a good thing but to an extent; when conmugtihis with the expectations of getting a job
we find that the majority expect difficulties imfling a job unless other means are available,
such adgavourism. Those who were confident of finding a job amain30%, which means that
the expectations of 77% are not based on real goow@omparing answers with education
(Figure 2-16) we find that the confident, those vilaal a high school certificate (45%) said,
"Yes", 9% for university students and 9.3% for graies of intermediate institutes. It is possible
to say then that the more education one has, $isgde openings one has. Figure 15 shows that
males are less confident than females. Those wbd"gas" are 48% (males) and 52%
(females), compared with "No" 55% (males) and 4%nales). That is due to the fear and
worry of males due to their inability to meet mage requirements and to have a family, which
is the male’s sole responsibility in the eastermiety.

Level of Education (Figure 16)

In general, the question does not present speedicators, because the answer was 20%
"Greater", 43% "Equal" and 32% "Makes no differéndieis possible to say thatjuality in the
educational level is preferable by a high percemtzghe sample. Figure 16 (knowing of the
relation between gender and the partner's edueatievel) proves that males are inclined to
"Better” (9%), "Less” (8%), "Equal” (46%), and “Mek no difference" (37%). Those who prefer
the partner to be educationally “Better” are 23%l@m) and 77% (females). This rate shows that
females accept their partners to be at a bettet.|®0 "Equal” in the educational level and
"Makes no difference" are the prevalent. On theotand, if there is a desire of a better level, it
is more important for the male (Figure 2-16).

Figure 3-16 clarifies the level of the partner gside the educational level whereby the more
the educational level is, the more his/her choifcdqual” or "Makes no difference™ will be.
Those who are aware of this issue are universiiyestts, although a small number of 4% prefers
a less educational level.

The Characteristics of the Partner (Figure 17-1)

Since the education of the researched group ishiian average in the society, the priority was
given tomorals (48%),love (20%), andeducation 1(2%) indicating that the Syrian society is
easterly-inclined in terms of giving priority toorality andgood reputation in choosing the
marriage partner and guaranteeing the continuitifeoffter marriage.

Comparing males and females (Figure 17), we filad ‘tnorals” is a priority for 49% (males)

and 51% (females) which means that, practicallyakipg, there is no difference. But regarding
“love”, a percentage of 41% (males) and 59% (fes)alaply that females depend tove in

their marriage decisions. Concerning “Beauty” gsiarity, it is 78% for males and 22% for
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females. This percentage shows thatals, love andbeauty are important issues for males,
while morality andlove are for females.

Further, the characteristic of having money, igng rich, in the partner is 7% from the sample
(27% for males and 72% for females), which indisdteat money as a value is important for the
females to guarantee a stable marriage. Most sktldio selected the money value, among the
educated, carry high school certificates, approtegad4%.

Wearing a veil in our society (Figure 18-1)

The guestion was raised in order to get clear arssteevhy girls wear a veil, i.e. exploring the
relationship between what the woman wears and .pléty highest percentage was 30% for
piety, 20% modesty, 21%compliance with the family traditions, and 26%compliance with the
Society.

The guestion was about whether wearing a veil isbaonviction and determination or mere
compliance with others. It is a hypothetical quastio ask for both boys and girls; therefore, all
subjects of the sample answered it.

By studying Figure (18-2), about gender and ved,netice that the selection of religion is
convergent; 48% for males and 52% for females.ohshe category "compliance with the
society" 55% of males and 45% of females seledtadhich means that the former are more
convinced that the veil is a mere compliance vhhgociety. Regarding the category
"compliance with family", 45% of males and 55% effirfales selected it, which indicates that
wearing the velil is directly affected by family.

All'in all, the other non-religious choices indiedahat the society interferes in the velil issue and
the women's and men's conviction comes in the skeplaice aftepressure of the society, family
and surrounding.

The most respectable profession (Figure 19)
The doctor's profession occupies the first posjtimere it is selected as a priority by 34% of the
subjects, then the university professor’'s profes§i®%). More than a third selected the doctor's
profession at first, and about a fifth the univigrgastructor's as a second profession without
much dispute about that. After that comes the ip@i, lawyer and engineer respectively
because the politician is the third in the firstkathe lawyer is the third in the second rank and
the engineer is the first in the third rank, whadnfirms the classification of the social
professions as:

1. Doctor

2. University professor

3. Politician

4. Lawyer

5. Engineer
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We think that this classification is related to pkets concepts and needs of these professions; the
doctor's profession is described as a humane ateveryone needs it and it is close to all
people.

What is pitiful is that amongst these professiamsgnvernment employees who occupy the
lowest position on the social scale of professitimsy used to be the educated ones, the ones
enjoying high prestige in the government. They haev@ccupy today the lowest rank as if
people have unanimously agreed upon that.

The choices are related to the youth's interesj@niields; among the educated who selected
the first priority for the university instructorrea47% carrying high school certificates, that is,
university students (Figure 19). The doctor's Bsi@n as a first priority is scattered to the
various educational levels with high ratios, whigxe highest is among secondary and high
school certificates holders, that is, secondarpaicAnd university students.

If qualifications are equal, who gets the job? (Figre 20)

If the qualifications are equal, the job will betigm, according to the opinion of 43% of the
sample, by the girl, whereas 18.5% say that liésyoung man who gets it. What is strange is
the 38% who answered by "Don't now" which is gelegahigh percentage reflecting the lack
of desire to answer or inability to evaluate whatyrhappen in similar circumstances, or
unwillingness to comment on such a question. Howel&% is still high and indicates that the
youth's society is, in particular, considering ttheg girl is receiving a special treatment just
because she is a female.

Comparing the answers with the available gendeabia, we find that males and females have
almost the same perspective concerning who gefsithéboth applied to it, mainly the female;
19.5% believed that the young man will get it vars0.5% believing that the girl will get it, and
30% of males answered (Don’t know). Both males’ terdales responses were the same as
regarding the same question; 52% of males and 48&@les have the same convictitime
female will get the job.

Choosing what to study (Figure 21)

In the sample, 60 % of the questioned youth consdithat the total marks of the secondary
school certificate is the factor that tells a sitdehat to study apart from the student's desire or
his family's. This the situation in Syria, thoudjat progressive countries have chosen other
ways to get rid of the horror caused by the seagnsizhool certificate (the so-called
Baccalaureate in Syria). These new ways includk suggestions as general first Baccalaureate,
university- specific Baccalaureate, or exams umdtert by the university before getting
admission.

We find out that the student's family interferemagth choosing the major is 5%, and that the
student is the decision-maker. in Figure 2-21 thdent's family interference was 38% with
males and 61% with females. This means that thdyfaxan interfere with the females choice
more than the males in choosing their major inuhigersity.53% of males and 47% of females
said that they were responsible for their own ch@8% of males and 32% of females said their
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friends helped them choose their major. This ingplieat males have more self-assurance and
they are decision-makers more than females.

Source of Information for the Youth (Figure 22)

A percentage of 40% (exactly 935 questioned pejssaid thatelevision was their first source

of information. This 40% is a high percentage fonedium considered largely as a provider of
general information and drama series. A percentd@8% said thalbooks are their second

source of information. Books are an excellent sewfanformation, but we don't know whether
they mean secondary school books or university bekause the purpose of these books is just
to help the student pass the examinations. Howeeknol or university books cannot be
considered as a constant source of information.

A percentage of 17% said thtae Internet was their source of information. Consequently, we
can arrange the priorities of information source$otlows:
3. The internet
1. Television 4. Friends
2. Books 5. The family

Most young men prefer their position among theerfds more than in their families because
they find themselves on the same level with thiééntls, while occupying a middle position in
their families.

The research confirms the role of the Internebitia life: it is necessary that decision-makers
should be aware of taking benefit from the Intetnégiave a social effect on the youth
particularly. If we study the relationship betweba Internet as a source of information and the
levels of education levels, we find that the higihgentage (43%) was university students, and
24% was preparatory school. if you visit the In&trecafés in Syria, you will find that the young
men are dominating the scene. Using the Internatsarce of information is something new
for the new generations. On the other hand, theique generation is still depending on the
traditional mediums to get knowledge. For the yooreq, the Internet is not only a medium of
knowledge,; it is also a way to spend time. Figu24hows how much the Internet is important
for all educational levels, even for the illiterate

Spending Free Time (Figure 23)

In Figure 23 a percentage of 35% chose to speedifree with friends, while 18% chose TV.

But you can watch TV with friends. Consequently,es@aclude that TV and friends occupy 53%
of the youth's free time.11% of the sample cheséty. This is a good percentage for the Syrian
youth who are always described in the press ofgoean-readers. Moreover, this high
percentage of friends, (35%) ask visiting relati{@%), indicates that the youth escape from
their families to their friends because they asegame age. This reflects tendency towards self-
assurance in the framework of their own values.

Mixing with the other Sex, Co-education (Figure 24)

The issue of co-education at school and mixing Withother sex in companies or factories was
put under discussion inside and outside the uniyeta Figure 24, a percentage 48% agreed on
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mixing in the university, while 48% extremely disagd because mixing is only in the
university.

Concerning secondary school, 79% were against miximd 17% were with mixing. This is very
normal because co-education at schools is not camim8yria. So, the students described the
current situation. A percentage of 72% opposediking at work, while 24% supported it.
These two percentages reflect a continuous relggiotellectual orientation because we do not
have sex segregation .This segregation may be a¢dysthe fact that certain types of jobs may
fit only a particular gender.

In Figure (24-4), 82% were against segregationlen% were for it. It is clear that this
percentage is incorrect because it contradicts tvgHigures about mixing. In concluding the
data, segregation was not indicated. This emptgespaows a desire against segregation and it
cannot be considered as an empty answer.

Who is the Fittest, Males or Females®igure (25-31)

A set of questions is put in order to figure o tjuestioned sample’s opinion about sex
segregation. The main question shouldn’t be “Do elieve in the equality between males and
females?” Note that the answers are misleadingusecaverybody supports equality. In
Question 25-31 we asked very specific ones to kimenattitudes of the question sample
concerning sex segregation issues like jobs onddfimissions and the relationship between
these issues and the historical role of both melvaymen.

Asking the question of sample ab@obking, a percentage of 67.5% believed that cooking is
related to women, while 2% attributed cooking tawrend 30% did not find any difference.

Asking aboutar driving, 35% were with males, while 62% didn’t find anyfelience. All these
results are due to the social tradition, whichteet@oking to women and car driving to men. So,
62% didn’t find any difference and 35% related d@aving with men only. 35% is very big
percentage in a society seeking Equity.

Disparities are greater in the sport of swimmingepatage that 30% find “it fits guys and not
girls, in return to 66% who find it “makes no difémce”. A percentage of 3.5% think it suits
girls, which is very strange since half of the sé&mg girls. This result shows that social beliefs
and the inferior attitudes towards women are adbpyemen and women equally.

Figure 28 demonstrates that a big percentage ofetiider that women go to school or
university in order to go out of the house. Aftly they believe, women are to get married and
have a house, while men work after marriage.

The disparities also very sharply concerning thestjon about “Authority at home,” (Figure
29). In spite of the fact that half of the samglenales and the other females, 65% of them state
that authority is the right of men and should bthvlhiem. Only 30% answered “it makes no
difference” which is related to household issuesiehnothing to with gender. On the other hand,
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a percentage of 65% believes that men are therieatfléhe house even if they lunatic or less
educated.

As regarding the position of the Prime Ministrygiiie (30) shows that 56% think it is a position
for men more than women, a thinking which expresspevalent social attitude that women are
not qualified to serve for leadership positionshia country. This is not due to the fact the
majority of the sample is males but because optkeailing thinking in the society.

As for Figure 31, it is about education after unsity. The majority of 82% believe that “it
makes no difference”, because there will be no titinem the call for equality in education if
females would work in the kitchen after graduatidhe problem isn’t in leaving the Prime
Ministry for men, but the question reflects a gahattitude that women are not fit for such VIP
positions; regardless of women’s competence, ghaliteducation. There are those who say that
this is common in Arab and Islamic countries, thotlge Near and Far East’s past history
witnessed women holding the position of a primeistén in Islamic, Christian and Hindus
countries with exceptional performance.

Going to Friday Prayers (Figure 32)

The aim of this question is similar to the Questbihe Veil. Are religious external appearances
an expression of a strong belief in God on the efdbe young or do they just try to keep in line
with the social environment and family? We findtth8% do this out of real devoutness and
belief (Figure 33), while 50% consider it a perdassue. This means that the majority go to
Friday prayers contentedly and for religious pugsosvhile a little percentage does it for the
sake of others.

Who will win the elections? (Figure 33)

A percentage of 27% answered “pro-government péoghel 28% “no honest elections in
Syria.” In both answers 55% “don’t have strong &fein the elections”. Moreover, a percentage
of 16% is for the one whom the public want and ¥6%the rich; which shows that running for
election is very costly. In addition, 13% saidsifor “the most efficient,” which is strange
because the efficient comes only through electibasdo not exist.

Immigration to other countries (Figure 34-35)

Immigration is approved by 43.4% of the young, while 56% reie¢dt—a division which shows

a psychological instability and inconfidence in thaure in the country. In Figure 15, we find
that 22% of the young do not trust their futurejlevB0% expect to find work and the rest do not
for different reasons (Figure 13).

Figure 34 shows that 56% do not approve of immignatotaling 1336 subjects; their
disapproval and non-desire to stay in the courreydasplayed in Figure 35 which shows the
highest percentage for non-immigration which isause of: adherence to family, desire to strive
for living at home despite the difficulties, and@masizing the role of the family in the
individuals’ life, besides in defining their chogeOne of the most important reasons to reject
immigration is inconfidence of other countries cerming of better circumstances, because
immigration is a difficult venture for the majorityho prefer to work and strive in their own
country.
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Our future ideology (Figure 36)

The main concepts were ordered as follohsisim (27%),humanity at large (26%), andpan-
nationalism (24%)—a general orientation that depends on p&opédiefs and reflects the
increasing number of Islamic movements in the Ah&drld whose motto is “Islam is the
solution”. It is due also to effects resulting iorh the eldest generation to make the society
Islamic as the figures show: 11%, 21%, and 19%aaesvely.

It is clear thatslam andhumanity occupy the first placenationalism andfamily the second

place, followed bypan-nationalismin the third place. Academically and culturallyetnumbers
are contradictory, but research findings shoulddperted as they are. For example, in
comparing the level of education to choosnagjonalism, though school, Syrian media, and
Syria are described as pan-national, we find tatibnalism was chosen by 24.6% (preparatory
students), 24.5% (high school), and 24.4% (unitegiaduates). The majority who gave it the
third place (43%) are university students, while56% of the sample it is an expression of an
existing setback at the young in their attitudewlpan-nationalism which was the
preoccupation of all in the 60s and 70s. Nationaks a solution to Syria’s problems and
Arabism as an ideology are not any longer prevaerong the young.

The best way to regain the Golan Heights (Figure 37

This study is done and questionnaires are dis&tbatter the victory of the Islamic Resistance in
Lebanon over the Israelis in July 2006. This mégechoice of Resistance takes the highest
percentage among the young; about 37% believdtthatsistance is the best way to regain
Golan. In return, 20.5% believe that regaining@®uan could only be achieved through
peaceful solutions and negotiations. However, agregage of 19% believes in a military attack
to make this dream come true.

It is worth mentioning here that despair is cleadgn among the youth of 23%; no hope in the
return of the Golan. It is a high percentage wileeeyoung find themselves powerless and
unable to react against the arrogance and arloigssiof the enemy, despite the recent victory of
the Islamic Resistance. Some believe that thet®tua different on the Syrian front. The word
“no hope” implies toughness and pain of losing pathe country forever. Thus, the majority
believe in military force to regain the Occupiedl&n

Do you support negotiation with Israel? (Figure 38)

A percentage of 41% do not acknowledge the existeftsrael and 24% do not agree to
negotiate with it, a result showing that 61% waat Yo restore the Golan. On the other hand,
only 15% agree to negotiate. This high percentage the wake of the victory of the Lebanese
Resistance in 2006. However, it is strange that 7% e sample has nothing to do with this
issue, simply because they tend to avoid involvenmepolitical discussion—an attitude towards
politics resulting from the attitude of the stadevards political opposition, it is the attitudetbé
teacher towards the student and the father tovthedson and so on so forth.

Will Arab Unity be realized? (Figure 39)

To get the Arab nationalism into the third rank agpgoung people, Figure (43) shows that 55%
of youth think that Arab unity will never be acheslin our present generation; an ultimate
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despair due to the failure of the previous unitgrapts. Thus, 37% contend that this aspiration
will be achieved later, in the next coming generai In contrast, six percent only think that it
will ultimately be realized soon. This suggestsweakness of optimism in the young generation
especially in the attitude of the Arab nationaliand the unity.

Syria's Goals (Figure 1-40)

In spite of the pessimism prevailing among the ypByria still clings to Arab unity, reaching
45%, whiledemocracy got 20% only andislam 13%. This means tha&irab Unity—despite the
despair—is still the hope of the youth.

Syrian school children usually recite every morni@gr goals are: Unity, Freedom and
Socialism, not forget that they are put in order and theltés Democracy comes first at 5%.
Having all this mind, goals might be ordered atofes: unity and democracy, freedom,
socialism, and Islam.

Concerning education we find that 32% of those ghioa university degree put democracy first,
and 19% of the students who got general secondatificate believe so, too. As shown in
Figure (4-40) 53% of the secondary students and dé4¥te university students and 30% of the
university graduates think of unity as number one.

What problems young people suffer from? Figure 3-2-41)

The Figure reveals that the problem of unemployneetite most crucial problem that the young
faced where 62% of them find no work opportunitiiisichoice is related to the age of the
sample and its educational level where the firgbj@m facing them is to find a job as a gate to
settling down, getting married and finding propeusing. The problem of finding
accommodation came in the second place (22% oétwb® were surveyed, then the issue of
getting married (11%). Since the question is hyptitial, what is meant by marriage chances is
to find the appropriate partner for males or fermale

In relation of this Figure with sex we find the mage chances as a problem of 62% for females
and 37% for males and the housing problem is of &i%nales, and 44% for females, whereas
regarding education chances we find that both neddsfemales share them equally.

In Figure 3-41 the problems of youth and educatiteneel, we discover that the work chances
problem is the first of 64% of secondary certifesaholders and they are 43% of those who
chose the work opportunities problem which is thhtest rate for the different educational
levels. The biggest problem is to find a job in thiteire. All of their attitudes is to avoid
problems in Syria. The different political attitigdef youth are related to their desire of the
stability of work market and finding a suitable job

Analysis of the last question (open question)

We tackle in this part the comments of the youtlo wiere questionnaired on the questions
raised and their suggestions in general that stdetbst all the problems are important and
emphasize work chances.

Work chances are these among the choices but thbasis expresses the dimensions of the
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problem among the youth. There is a common sensa@ihe youth that there are unfair
opportunities in getting jobs. There is a real desf taking care of the youth; their problems,
work chances, depending on confidence and takirgafahem in media.

Males believe that females take their opportunibieaork, whereas the comments of females
showed the family pressure. Some of the remarka shoontradiction if the research looked at
the form in detail such as: agreement about mixbetereen men and women and considering
that cooking is the only girl's business at theeséime. The power is for man in the house.
Being aware of the form will sometimes help us kribesreasons behind the questionnaired’s
answers are of the priorities and complains to none

In the suggestion she said, "My family stands agjaimarrying the one | love." The researcher
couldn't follow up each form separately but follogriup some of the form will be useful to
know the youth's visions and the reasons of adgmtémntain attitudes and values. There is
suffering at the youth's generation of the ratesdshission to the university: commentaries of
one of them that the government doesn't want anfmjwen university (Question 21). Some of
the opinions emphasize religious tendencies whiiap gn important role in the oriental girl. The
final solution lies in return to Islam for all tiyeuth's problems. Kinds of opinions recurred
many times in different governorates.

We may arrange the suggestions as shown in theeflgglow that suggests the suffering of
youth through their expressions in form and content

Because the figures are of SPSS system which @dakle all these questions: through the data
we explained that the most important problem isrknahances), but when this sentence recurs
many times in the forms - despite pointing to ithe questions- indicates that this problem is the
most crucial one which the youth suffer from.

The order according to the emphasis on in the $asnfthe most important):
1. Finding work chances and putting an end to tlemployment.

2. The equality in getting jobs.

3. Returning to Islam.

4. Enlightening family without putting pressure gons and daughters.

5. Not-depending on the total marks of the baccakte.

Conclusions and Recommendations

The study showed that the most crucial problem antbe youth is the need for finding job
opportunities and getting rid of the unemploymémtd this actually is the most important social
problem which should be fully thought by socioldgjsvhereby an increase in the official
figures is marked (see the table below):
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2003 2002 2001 2000 Year

5083000 5459000 5255000 4937000 Work force
548438 637805 545000 469000 unemployed
10.8% 11.7% 10.3% 9.5% Average of

unemployment

Source: The Central Bureau of Statistics 2004, Banna

The problem of youth's unemployment marks out thiudes of youth against current political
issues and their desire to societal stabilitiestaed worries about the future of Syria.

The study showed the necessity of conducting fugbeial research into the relations of the
family and the ways of understanding the socia oflwoman: to emphasize the equality of
rights and duties, and also to understand the@albetween parents and sons to bridge the gap
between them. There is a necessity to ensure logitemstances for the youth to get married to
realize social stability.

Further, the basic concepts related to the futtifyoa do not seem to be clear among the youth
during the revolutionary movements of the fiftieglaixties of the past century; nationalism was
the aim and the hope among different age grouptheuailures of this achievement made the
dream of unity seem unreachable and impossibles. dtes not worry us; however, the fear of
spreading individual values and freedom is theghwe should care about since such beliefs will
make the youth’s contribution to development alnmagk This confirms the fact that a new
‘upbringing’ is urgently needed.

This research is not only a study to show the ysutitlinations and orientations, but a means to

probe the future development in Syria in all wadkéife; economically, socially as well as
politically.
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