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Introduction:

The Youth represent a vast and significant sectosociety .For it is the most
valuable human capacity the nation has. Taking, gaa&onizing and preparing this
sector to shoulder its responsibilities in manadifegaffairs in the near future, means
taking care of the future of the nation .For innagch as the future of the youth is
prosperous, bright and shining ,so will be the feitof the nation.

Squandering of available capacities and the tisteatening our future which are the
result of neglecting the creative capacities that youth have and not directing or
patronizing them in the right way, is the reasohibe this quest for successful ways
to provide appropriate circumstances for good faanénd social bringing up which
provides a complete opportunity for our young sand daughters to participate in the
making and taking of decisions within the familyhi§ will prepare them -in the
future- to participate effectively in the varioustigities of society(socio-economic,
cultural, political...etc.)and work on activatingetr positive role in the process of
modernization and development and give them theah#or effective contribution
to achieving —with other sectors of the societyg¢bmprehensive development of the
different aspects of the society .

This will not be achieved unless the society withts institutions —including family

—is capable of solving the problems the youth suffem and which hinder their
participation in the making and taking of decisiavisether at the level of the family
or other institutions of society.

Problem of the research:

The problem of the research within the frameworktlot study is defined by
revealing the impact that socio-familial bringing thas on the degree of youth
participation in the making and taking of deciswithin the family. Due to the fact
that the family along with civil and governmentaueational institutions shoulders a
great responsibility in bringing up and qualifyitige youth to participate in social,
economic, political and cultural activities thantdbute to developing society as well
as help accelerate the steps of developing and mmiadey our Arab Syrian society
.And on the basis that proper socio-familial brimgiup provides the youth with the
opportunity to participate in the making and takmigdecisions within the family
through the care, attention and available tootsffers .That means preparing and
motivating the youth for an effective participationtaking decisions related to their
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society. It also ensures that they play a vital aodstructive role in the various
activities of the society. Therefore, this reseandh focus on exploring ways of
social bringing up that are followed in the Syriamily and to what extent each of
these ways contribute to motivating the youth tdipigate in decision-taking within
the family. In order to enhance , reinforce andegalize appropriate ways and reduce
the spread of ways that hinder the youth from pigdition in decision-taking within
the family.

. The importance of the research:

This research gains its importance from the impmeaof the sector of the youth —
which the research tackles one of its problems$woftiture of the nation ." the future
of the nation as Goete says is determined by dpaaities of its young elements” (
Zahlouk,Watfa,D.T.N).For the youth are the menhaf future and they are the most
valuable human capacities that a nation has .Theytlee reserved force that is
preparing itself to lead all life affairs in the avefuture .They are the hope of the
nation for change ,modernization and developmeraking care of the youth
,providing appropriate circumstances to preparentbducationally, scientifically and
professionally in a sufficient way that gurantedsizing their creative capacities
,means taking care of the future of the natioaldb means developing, modernizing
the society and motivating the youth to effectiweial participation in achieving
comprehensive and sustainable development of ttietgaThe family is considered
the first social cell in society that takes caretloé bringing up of the youth and
preparing them to shoulder their responsibilitiesactive participation in building
society on proper basis that guarantee its devedopnand advancement .This
research attempts to shed light on the social waysinging up the youth within the
family and their impact on the participation of theuth in decision-making within
the family. It also works on reinforcing and gerieiag the appropriate ways and
abandoning the inappropriate ones.

Third-Objectives of the research:

This research aims at achieving a set of objectis@sh include:

-Knowing to what extent the youth participate irtid®n-making within the family .
-Knowing ways of social bringing up that are follesv within the family .

- Knowing to what extent the Syrian family accefhts participation of male young
people in taking familial decisions.

- Knowing to what extent the Syrian family acceghis participation of female young
people in taking familial decisions.

-Revealing how much the family is interested iningkcare of its young sons and
daughters, preparing and qualifying them to shewtteir future responsibilities in
building and developing their society.

-Defining the obstacles that hinder the particgatof young people in decision-
making within the family.



-Knowing how far parents understand the needs asdea$ of the youth and help in
fulfilling them.

. Previous studies:

Reading previous studies that are related to thie the researcher wants to tackle is
something vital and indispensable. This necessithiat the researcher includes in his
study a survey of a number of significant studied eesearches —both theoretical and
field studies-which have been conducted on the dapie or on a topic that is closely
related.

Referring to previous studies enables theareber to get acquainted with the
problems that these studies were able to handlecamdr. It also reveals to him
aspects which has not been tackled or makes hinaggtainted with the problems
that these studies produced and need to be examiitesl saves the researcher
conducting a research that has been done befortbasohis study will not be a
repetition of previous studies but a completionhaim.

Previous studies also help the researcher defsedhcepts and terms of his research
and formulate his presumptions and determine tipeogpiate scientific methodology
and tools for his topic. In addition to that ,itopides him with a vital collection of
resources and references that are necessary forebearch. Because of the
importance of the many previous studies in thelfwfl youth to this study, we shall
demonstrate some of them:

A

A study by the researcher published in (2006) uridertitle “Obstacles Hindering
Societal Participation of the Youth and the Meckhars of Motivating them to
Participate”.

This study focused on two focal points:

The first focal point addressed a number of problems that face the yowhbciety
and hinders their societal participation causirgyldss of the creative and innovative
capacities of the youth who represent the biggesitos in society .Also among the
problems that the study addressed is (the probleam@mployment and the scarcity
of job opportunities ,,marginalization of the youfiscrimination against women
,generations conflict ,lack of scientific and pd®nal preparation of the youth )

It is worth mentioning here that dealt with thggeblems as problems related to the
whole society with all its civil and governmentasiitutions .The study noted that the
carelessness of the society towards finding sutablutions for these problems may
lead to spreading negative phenomena among theh yioaisforming  the great
energy they have into a tool of destruction insteédeing an important tool of
building that contributes to the comprehensive tguaent process in society.

The second focal poinstudied the mechanisms for motivating the youthsfirietal

participation and referred to the role of sociatitutions both governmental and civil
in providing appropriate circumstances for bringumthe youth, preparing, training,
gualifying them appropriately in a way that enalilesm to participate effectively in
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the different activities of society aiming at achigy comprehensive and sustainable
development of the society.

B

A study by Iman Jafer in (2002) under the titlthe' Work and Women Women
and their Relation to Decision-making within thenflg in Damascus City and
Rural Damascus"”. A field study prepared to get Rin(3ociology .The study
aimed at recognizing:

the relation between fields of work for a woman &hd different economic
activities in which a woman participates on the diand and the level of woman
participation in decision-taking within the famiby the other hand.

The relation between the level of a woman's edonadind her participation in
taking family decisions.

The fields in which both woman and man participatéaking family decisions
and the fields where each of them is independendl Bow far this is related to
the field a woman is working in and her educatideaél.

Differences between educated working women on tie hland, and uneducated
working women on the other. Also, the differencestween educated and
uneducated women in terms of participation in tgkiamily decisions and the
relation of all that to the place of residenceh@ amount of monthly income.

The researcher depended in her study on the acallgiescriptive approach, using the
sample social survey method and the interview tuasdire as a main tool for

collecting data whether from working women (edudatend uneducated) or from

non-working women (educated and uneducated).

The researcher reached at several conclusions of igh we briefly mention:

1. A woman does not live isolated from the surroundingial values that affect the

nature of relations within the family environment it has been noted that man
still, to some extent, enjoys a distinguished statu the family due to social
reasons and others related to the distribution afkvwithin the family. Where
man is the one responsible for most of the decss{determining investments of
the family’s money, selling, having children, tmavel of the woman abroad.)

Woman cannot be looked at only as a member inaiméyf, but also as a member
who belongs to other groups; profession group,ystalleagues, etc. All these

groups influence her opinions and attitudes. Comsetly, the way she responds.
Therefore, depending on her membership in thosepgicshe judges things in the
light of her standards and the ideas she acqumedigh these standards, as well
as the habits and types of behavior she practiced...

The traditional image of the relationship betweesnnand woman in the family
environment has started to change towards morecipation on the part of
woman with other members of the family — includmgn — in the mechanism of
taking decisions that are related to the sociahifof the family, such as
(choosing husbands for daughters, wives for somstircuation of education for
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females...) and the results confirmed that the ppeion of woman is
determined somehow by her economic independenceth@@nbasis, working
women in this study showed more participation kirtg decisions.

4. The study also showed that woman education is arttgiost important factors
that relatively determine the distribution of poweithin the framework of the
family. Because an educated woman participates mnotaking the main socio-
economic decisions (giving birth, number of childréoringing up children,
determining investments, the decision of sellingangl her participation increased
whenever her level of education increased.

5. The change of woman and her image about herselft mespreceded and
accompanied by a change in the environment in whsble moves. This
necessitates a change in all fields at all levelsh as finding legislative and
social changes.

6. Women who were examined in the study, generallye gim important role for
participation and accepting the man’s opinion irsecaf disagreement over
various family decisions.

7. Women in this study — whether living in the cityinrcountry — were free in their
personal decisions. Woman in the countryside, heweparticipates more than
woman living in the city, and is more involved iranaging family expenses.

C

A study by Ahmad Youssef Abu Rasse (2001): tifldee Attitudes of the Youth in
Syria towards Work and Education — a Field StudshmHamaA Ph.D. dissertation
in Sociology. This study aims at achieving a sebljectives which the researcher
limited to two types:

1. Instant objectives (short term): directly connectedthe problem of the
research and refer to the variables that will Istetk and measured and these
objectives are represented by:

a. Recognizing the attitudes of the youth in Hama talsavork and economic
activity.

b. Recognizing the attitudes of the youth in Hama talsaducation and its
roles and functions.

2. Final objectives, these are the set of objectihes the researcher expects to
achieve through this research ,and it is not necgst® achieve all these
objectives which can be represented in:

a. The attempt to reach at results that help in aifgpractical suggestions for
the attitudes of the youth in Hama towards work eddcation now and in
the future to help the concerned authorities in Blatasign programs and
policies that contribute to the development prod¢tssa is withessing.

b. Attempting to reinforce positive attitudes among thiouths in Hama
towards the two sectors of work and education, tayidg to reform what
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can be reformed by providing instructions and rgaawareness among the
generation of the youth to create a young generatimt is capable
adapting to the realties of their society.

c. Studying the effects of the attitude of the youthtie Hama towards work
on the social transformation process in Hama.

d. Studying the effects of the attitude of the youththe Hama towards
education on the social transformation processamél

The researcher chose the sample social survey thébhdier research on the basis
that it is an organized method for obtaining infation that describes socio-economic
features, attitudes, opinions and tendencies afapgor society. The questionnaire
was used as a tool of collecting data from theysgrdup.

The researcher, through her field study, reachesbatral conclusions of which we
mention:

1. The existence of differences in the attitudes efythuth towards whole education
fields according to age. The difference was in fadfahe youth of the second age
category (21 - 27) and this indicates that theéualé of the youth aged (21 - 27) is
more positive than those aged (14 - 20).

2. Absence of differences in attitudes between thetyadno live in countryside and
those who live city towards general aspects of atloc. Difference, however,
was found in certain aspects such as equal oppoesinvhich was in favor of
youth living in countryside. Hence they were digtished by a more positive
attitude than those in the city.

3. The change in the attitude of the youth towards levrespects of education
according to their educational level. For it wasirfd that there are differences
between the attitudes of the youth with low edusstl level and those with
medium educational level. Differences were alsmébbetween youth with low
educational level and those with high educatioeatl.

4. The existence of a difference of statistic sigmifice between the average of youth
attitudes in the countryside and those in the titywards choosing academic
major. As to the position of this study comparegtevious ones, it can be briefly
said that this study will examine several aspduas have not been discussed by
previous studies. Regarding the first study byrésearcher which was theoretical
— it discussed the obstacles in front of societatigipation of the youth. These
obstacles hinder their participation in the varigosial activities in all sectors of
society. Then the study discussed the mechanismsotivating the youth to
societal participation.

As to the second study, it mainly discusses th&kwod education of women and
their relation to decision-taking within the family

The third study examines the attitudes of the yantlsyria towards work and
education. As to this field study it will be conoed with revealing social and
familial ways of bringing up that help motivate tly@uth to participate in
decision-taking within the family and work on renéing them. This study will
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also be concerned with the socio-familial ways ahding up which form an
obstacle in front of the participation of the youthdecision-taking within the
family and works on eliminating their negative infsor reducing them. Hence it
is hoped that this study will complete what theves studies have started; and
will add new scientific findings to the previousesn It should be noted here that
previous studies helped enrich this study with ificemt data on youth topics and
helped in defining the concepts and terms of tesearch, as well as provided the
research with several vital sources and references.

V. Scientific Hypotheses

This research is based upon a basic hypothesidghigs: there is a link between
ways of social bringing up followed in the familyndch the level of youth
participation in taking decisions within the famigeveral sub-hypotheses follow
from this basic hypothesis such as:

» The democratic socio-familial way of bringing up ialh depends on constructive
dialogue between parents and their young sons audjhters may lead to
effective participation of the youth in decisiorkitag within the family.

* The social way of bringing up which is based upamepts’ absolute authority
may make the youth reluctant to participate in sieartaking.

» The understanding of the family to the needs amirele of its youth may increase
the participation of the youth in decision-takinghin the family.

VI. Concepts and Scientific Terms Used in the Research:

Defining the concepts and terms clearly and acelyrain social research is
considered an important methodological issue in r@sgarch. This requires that the
researcher uses simple and easy-to-understandeghirasdescribing concepts and
scientific terms included in his/her research sat #ihe can define them clearly and
accurately. It should be pointed out here thatéotiesearchers may disagree with the
researcher over his definitions of the terms anttepts he uses in his study, but they
know how these terms and concepts are used irrgbé&arch’ (Abu Hamdan, 2004,
157). So, we shall resort to defining the connotetiof the concepts and scientific
terms that will be used in this research suchamsily, youth, social upbringing...

a. Concept of Family

A sociologist faces difficulty in finding one cledefinition of the concept of family

in the literature of Sociology that is agreed u@mong sociologists. Therefore, a
researcher in this field will notice several dig#at definitions of this concept that
tackled the extended and compound family — whiamoisour concern here — and the
core family (by marriage) which is the core of oesearch. Core family was defined
as ‘the group of individuals who are closely cortaddoy strong ties which are the
result of: marriage, blood and adoption relatiofisis group lives in the same place
and its members; father, mother, children are ggdtrong social relations which are
based on common interests and aims’ (Mitchell, 1989. And in another definition

of family ‘it is an individual or more who shareagk, accommodation even if they
are not relatives’ (Central Bureau of Statistic87@, 15). Core family is defined as
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‘family that consists of two generations: a husbamdl a wife and their single
offsprings living in one shared place and accomriods.’ (Abboud, 2002, 29)

b. Concept of Youth

The different connotations of this concept amongntaes which is clearly reflected

in the different meanings assigned to in the fiefdcurrent social studies and

researches examining the situation of the youteep@n important scientific problem
that is facing researchers in this field becauseaechers throughout the world define
the youth sector in different age categories. lailBimd, for instance, youth concept
refers to the age category ranging from 1 to 25;he Philippines from 15 to 30; and
in Pakistan, from 10 to 25.

Most researchers (including UNESCO experts) belteéee youth category is ranging
from 15 to 24 (see Zahlouk, Watfeh, DTN, pp. 44-45)

Dr. Ali al-Hawat considered that youth stage isididd into an early youth stage and
late youth stage. The period between 15 to 30 y&dravas described as youth stage.
At the same time, it must be noted, however, thatin be divided into two stages.
The first is called early youth stage, and the sdds late youth stage. The first stage
ranges from 15 to 20 has a special social and p#ygical features. Whereas the
second stage, from after 20 to a little bit befé@eand has its own features.

Youth in Syria was defined according to decree B8. of the year 1970 as
representing ‘the age category from 14 to 27 yelascending from all classes of
society. In a more general sense, they are theeMBgilian Arab society at a certain
age, from 14 to 27.’ (Ezziddin, 1986, 18)

Here it is necessary to point out that those whak tpart in this poll are from the
Syrian academic youths. This means that our foeus is limited to a certain section
of them; namely those aged between 18 and 30 péhrs

c. Social upbringing:

Social upbringing means to teach the individualvhkies, concepts, and the culture
of the society in which he/she lives so that they me trained to perform a set of
roles that identify their everyday behaviour. Sbaigbringing was defined as
"preparing the individual to be a social being anchember in a certain society. The
family is the first environment to assume this @mépg, and it has a role that no other
environment can match.. Social upbringing is a iooous, dynamic process that
starts with the birth of the individual and congsuwuntil their death.. Social education
is a form of social upbringing." (Al-Akhras, 19804).

d. The method of democratic family social upbringing:

In this research it means the social upbringingcthis based on constructive
dialogue and understanding between the parentshesid children as an objective

method to solve the problems that the family mae fa his method allows grown-up
children the freedom to discuss their views, thasigdnd suggestions about their
personal matters and family-related issues. It alows them to take part in

discussing these issues and making a decision &bent in the family, adhering to

the principle of the right to disagree with othersiews and ideas. By doing so, this



method of upbringing is contributing to preparimg tyouths and qualifying them to
shoulder their future social responsibilities.

e. Social family upbringing that is based on the absate authority of parents:

In this research it means the social upbringingliich the parents take full control of
the family and they continue to deal with theirwymup children in the same they
dealt with them in their childhood. The main featof this method are strictness in
dealing with children, ignoring them, preventingeitn from expressing their views
and scolding them continuously for the slighteaiso.

f. The method of slack and indifferent family social pbringing:

Here it means family social upbringing in which gratis do not care about the conduct
of their children, be it positive or negative, a@hey do not guide, supervise or look
after their children properly. The main featurestlié method are indifference and
irresponsibility on the part of parents towardsrtielildren, in addition to being lax
with them when they misbehave.

VII. Research methodology:

This research adopts the analytical descriptivehatetwhich suits the nature of the
studied phenomenon. It also uses the social sunetkiod and the questionnaire form
as the main tool to collect data. The researchercodlect the data and information
required for the research, analyze and interpremtibased on the answers of the
surveyed individuals to the questions provided lom form. The design of the form
and its main dimensions have been made to suittables and objectives of the
research. The questions on the form have beennpat Ibgical order to help the
surveyed to focus and answer them objectively. Whilsalso help the researcher to
register the data, classify and deal with it lagdter finishing the initial design of the
form, it was tested on a small specimen (20 st®)aritthe original research society.
After considering the answers they gave to the ties of the form, there was a
reformulation or modifications for some unclear difficult questions, or the
guestions that could have more than one answern@Wweanswers given by the polled
individuals and which were not mentioned in therfarere added by the researchers
to the existing answers. In this way the final dasof the form was finished, and the
form was ready to collect data from the field.

Limits of the research and its specimen:

Since university students form the large and educaection of the youths, and
because they represent the different sectionseosdiciety, the research will target a
specimen of the Syrian students (males and femateshe faculty of letters at
Damascus university. This specimen will be chogepwpose because it will include
only Syria students whose parents are still alwkeich will exclude the non-Syrian
students and the students who have lost eithehef parents. The specimen will
include 100 individuals evenly chosen from bothesexThe time period of the
research will start in 1/3/2007 and will last 80/9/2007.



VIIL. results of the study:

This study is based on the assumption that theeerslation between the adopted
method of social upbringing in the family and thetemt to which the youths
participate in making decision in the family.

Many sub-hypotheses can be drawn from this basienagtion:

a. Research results related to the first sub-hypahélse democratic method of
family social upbringing which depends on dialodgu#ween the parents and
their grown-up children may lead to an effectivetiggation of the youths in
making decisions in the family.

Statistical chart number (1) shows the opinionhef polled youths regarding
the democratic method of family social upbringiagd how it stimulate them
to participate in making decisions in the family.

males females total
Answers
number % number % number %
Strongly agree 28 28 33 33 61 61
Partly agree 21 21 17 17 38 38
Do not agree at al| 1 1 - - 1 1
Total 50 50 50 50 100 100

Data in the statistical chart number (1) shows #htmale and female students
strongly agree with this hypothesis; that is a petage of 61% of the specimen which
includes 100 individuals. The number of those waygied with "partly agree" was 38
individuals, with a percentage of 38%. Only 1 indual replied with "do not agree at
all" with a percentage of 1% of the total numbeinafividuals in the specimen. This
shows that all the polled individuals (males or #s) agree with this hypothesis
either strongly or partly, except for one indivilweho does not agree at all. That is
what the results will be if we consider the datatleé total number (males and
females). But if we want to classify the data a tihart according to the sex, we will
find that 28 male student strongly agree with thyipothesis; that is 28% of the whole
specimen, and 56% of the total number of males.Whealso find that 33 female
students strongly agree with this hypothesis; th&3% of the whole specimen, and
66% of the total number of females. This shows that number of females who
strongly agree with this hypothesis is bigger ttreat of the males.

The number of those who partly agree with this hlgpsis was 21 male students; a
percentage of 21% of the whole specimen; and 428eofotal number of males. The
number of female students who partly agree wasudests; a percentage of 17% of
the whole specimen; and 34% of the total numbédemiales. It shows the number of
males is bigger than that of the females. As fas¢hwho do not agree at all, the
number was only 1 male student; that is 1% of tihele specimen; and 2% of the
total number of males.
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b. Research results related to the second sub-hypsth®ecial upbringing
which is based on the absolute authority of parem@y lead to the
unwillingness of the youths to take part in makalegisions in the family.

Statistical chart number (2) shows the opinionhef polled youths regarding the fact
that social upbringing based on the absolute aityhof parents may lead to the

unwillingness of the youths to take part in makilggisions in the family.

males females total
Answers
number % number % number %
Strongly agree 19 19 28 28 a7 47
Partly agree 26 26 14 14 40 40
Do not agree at al 5 5 8 8 13 13
Total 50 50 50 50 100 100

Statistical chart number (2) shows that 47 stud@gntdes and females) strongly agree
with the second sub-hypothesis; that is 47% ofvthele specimen which includes
100 individuals. It also shows that 40 students%o4df the whole specimen- partly
agree with it. It also shows that 13 students (maled females) do not agree at all
with this hypothesis; that is 13% of the speciménis means that the majority of
individuals in the specimen (87) strongly or pardgree, whereas only 13 do not
agree at all with this hypothesis. That is what thsults will be if we consider the
data of the total number. But if we want to clagsife data of the chart according to
the sex, we will find that 19 male student stronagtyree with this hypothesis; that is
19% of the whole specimen, and 38% of the total memof males. We will also find
that 28 female students strongly agree with thigotlyesis; that is 28% of the whole
specimen, and 56% of the total number of femaléss Thows that the number of
females who strongly agree with this hypothesisiggier than that of the males. This
could be so because parents are stricter in deadtihgtheir daughters than with their
sons.

Data in the statistical chart (2) shows that thember of those who partly agree with
this hypothesis was 26 male students; a percerhg@é% of the whole specimen;

and 52% of the total number of males. The numbeieofale students who partly

agree was 14 students; a percentage of 14% of iodevepecimen; and 28% of the
total number of females. The chart also shows fahale students- 5% of the

specimen and 10% of the males- do not agree atValcan also see that 8 female
students- 8% of the specimen and 16% of the femdiesot agree at all with this

hypothesis.

c. Research results related to the third sub-hypathesihen the family
understands the needs and wishes of its grown-ilgreh ,this will encourage
them to take part in making decisions within thaifg.

Statistical chart number (3) shows the views of ghéled youths regarding the fact
that when the family understands the needs andewishits grown-up children ,this
will encourage them to take part in making decisiwafithin the family.
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males females total
Answers
number % number % number %
Strongly agree 22 22 37 37 59 59
Partly agree 28 28 13 13 41 41
Do not agree at all - - - - - -
Total 50 50 50 50 100 100

Data in the statistical chart number (3) shows t@&tmale and female students
strongly agree with this hypothesis; that is a petage of 59% of the specimen. It
also shows that 41 students (males and femaledly @gree; that is 41% of the
specimen. That is what the results will be if wasider the data of the total number
(males and females). But if we want to classify da¢a (the answers) of the chart
according to the sex, we will find that 22 maledsmt strongly agree with this
hypothesis; that is 22% of the whole specimen, 4% of the total number of males.
We will also find that 37 female students strong@yree with this hypothesis; that is
37% of the whole specimen, and 74% of the totalemof females. This shows that
the majority of those who strongly agree with thygpothesis were from the females.
The reason behind this could be that taking caraedet the demands of the daughters
is less than that of the sons, it also supportyite that the girl is bound to meet a
husband and be associated with him. The data of ¢Bpalso shows that 28 male
students; that is 28% of the specimen and 56%eofrthles, partly agree. We can also
see that 13 female students; that is 13% of theisea and 26% of the females,
partly agree with this hypothesis.

Statistical chart number (4) shows to what extesmtepts understand and help to
achieve the needs and wishes of their children:

females total
Answers males
number % number % number %
Yes 40 40 36 36 76 76
Sometimes - - 3 3 3 3
No 9 9 11 11 20 20
Total 49 49 50 50 99 99

The data of this chart shows that 76% of the pakedients said that their parents do
understand and help to achieve their needs andewisg3% of the specimen replied
with "sometimes" to the same question, and 20%®fpecimen replied with "no". if

we want to break up these numbers in terms of nmaesfemales, chart (4) shows
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that 40 male students; that is 40% of the speciaet 80% of the males, replied with
"yes". It also shows that 36 female students;3686 of the specimen and 72% of the
females replied with "yes", and that 3 female stisle 3% of the specimen- replied
with "sometimes". We can also see that 9 male stsde9% of the specimen and
18% of the males- replied with "no", and that 1in&e students replied with "no";
that is 11% of the specimen and 22% of the females.

Statistical chart number (5) shows the adopted odethf social upbringing in the
family:

males females total
Answers

number | % number | % number | %
Strictness 99 99 9 9 18 18
Dialogue and understanding 33 33 38 38 71 7
Slackness and indifference 8 8 3 3 11 1]
Total 50 50 50 50 100 100

18% of the specimen believe that the adopted metficgbcial upbringing in their
families is strictness. 71% believe that the adbpteethod is dialogue and
understanding. 11% of the polled individuals coesislackness and indifference as
the adopted method for social upbringing in thamilies. That will be the case if we
consider the data as a whole. But if we consider dbtails regarding males and
females, we will see that 9 male students belibaggtrictness is the adopted method,;
that is 9 % of the specimen and 18% of the malefentale students; 9% of the
specimen and 18% of the females, believe thattiséss is the adopted method. The
chart also shows that 33 male students, i.e. 33%epolled and 66% of the males,
believe that dialogue and understanding is the domethod. It also shows that 38
female students, i.e. 38% of the specimen and 76%mhe females, believe that
dialogue and understanding is the adopted methbis Shows that the number of
females who believe that dialogue and understangitige adopted method is bigger
than that of the males. The reason for this coelthit it is females rather than males
who prefer dialogue and understanding instead ofroatation and disagreement.
Furthermore, the chart shows that 8 male stud8ris of those polled and 16% of the
males, believe that slackness and indifferencehé adopted method. 3 female
students, i.e. 3% of those polled and 6% of theafes) believe that slackness and
indifference is the adopted method. The reasomhisrdifference between males and
females could be that parents follow this methoth wheir sons more than with their
daughters. Statistical chart number (6) shows tiesvss of the surveyed youths
regarding the extent to which their family socigdbunging is allowing them to
participate in making decisions within the family.
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males females total
AN number % number % number %
Yes 22 22 28 28 50 50
Sometimes 21 21 15 15 36 36
No 7 7 7 7 14 14
Total 50 50 50 50 100 100

The data in chart (6) shows that 50% of the spetiagreed that the adopted social
upbringing is allowing them to participate in makidecisions within the family,
whereas 36% of the specimen replied that it "samesti' allows them to participate in
making decisions within the family, and 14% of gpecimen replied with "no". The
detailed data about males and females shows thata®? students; i.e. 22% of those
polled and 44% of the males, believe their famdgial upbringing is allowing them
to participate in making decisions within the familt also shows that 28 female
students, i.e. 28% of the specimen and 56% ofeh&les believe their family social
upbringing is allowing them to participate in makidecisions within the family. The
results show that the percentages are differemtdeet males and females; it is less
than 50% with males and more than 50% with females. chart also shows that 21
male students, i.e. 21% of the specimen and 42%hef males replied with
"sometimes". 15 female students, i.e. 15% of trecispen and 30% of the females,
replied with "sometimes". 7% of the male studenés, 7% of the specimen and 14%
of the males, believe their family social upbrirggis not allowing them to participate
in making decisions within the family, and the samuenber of females also believe
that the method followed does not allow them tdipigate in making decision within
the family...

As for whether the test group members’ familiesofatheir male children over their
female ones, chart (7) shows the following:

Chart (7) about whether test group members’ familie favor their male children
over their female ones

ANSWers Males Females Total

No. % No. % No. %
Yes 8 8 9 9 17 17
sometimes 14 14 14 14 28 28
No 28 28 27 27 55 55

The chart shows that more than most of the memifamilies do not favor male
children over female ones.

As for members’ families’ agreement on their sohsasing their future wives, chart
(8) shows the following results:
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Chart (8) about members’ families’ agreement on thie sons choosing their future

ANSWers Males Females Total
No. % No. % No. %
Yes 27 27 25 25 52 52
sometimes 19 19 20 20 39 39
No 4 4 5 5 9 9
Total 50 50 50 50 100 100
wives

This chart demonstrates similar results betweere mambers’ families and female
members’ ones.

As for members’ families’ agreement on their daeghtparticipating in making
decisions regarding choosing their future husbawtast (9) shows the following
results:

Chart (9) about members’ families’ agreement on thie daughters participating
in making decisions regarding choosing their futurehusbands

ANSWers Males Females Total

No. % No. % No. %
Yes 16 16 34 34 50 50
sometimes 20 20 10 10 30 30
No 14 14 6 6 20 20
Total 50 50 50 50 100 100

Perhaps this contrast between males’ answers andlde’ ones concerning this
guestion is due to males’ desire to maintain thestodianship over females. | believe
as well that customs and traditions have played,stifi playing, a significant role in
males’ persistence on this opinion, though thig facchanging to the interest of
females with time.

As for parents’ acceptance of contrast in pointgiewv between them and their youth
children, chart (10) shows the following numbers:

Chart (10) about members’ parents’ acceptance ofomtrast in points of view
between them and their youth children

ANSWers Males Females Total

No. % No. % No. %
Yes 29 29 35 35 64 64
No 21 21 15 15 36 36
Total 50 50 50 50 100 100

% 64 of the test group answered ‘yes’, which metad parents belief in their
children’s right to different points of view. Moreer, this percentage is relatively
close to that of the members who assured that dbmlsupbringing method being
followed in their families is based upon dialogume ainderstanding, which was % 71
as shown in chart (5). These two results suppatt ether.
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As for male members’ parents allowing them to pgréite in discussing and making
decisions regarding family resources and experefifwwhart (11) shows the following
results:

Chart (11) about male members’ parents allowing thea to participate in
discussing and making decisions regarding family sources and expenditures

ANSWers Males Females Total

No. % No. % No. %
Yes 16 16 24 24 40 40
sometimes 17 17 16 16 33 33
No 17 17 8 8 25 25
Total 50 50 48 48 98 98

The reason behind allowing females to participatdiscussing and making decisions
regarding family resources might be due to theiteo&knowledge of house needs and
rationalizing consumption.

As for female members’ parents allowing them totipgrate in discussing and
making decisions regarding family resources anceedjtures, chart (12) shows the
following results:

Chart (12) about female members’ parents allowing tem to participate in
discussing and making decisions regarding family sources and expenditures

ANSWers Males Females Total

No. % No. % No. %
Yes 16 16 34 34 50 50
sometimes 20 20 10 10 30 30
No 14 14 6 6 20 20
Total 50 50 50 50 100 100

As for the obstacles — from the test group pointvigw — facing the efficient
participation of youth in decision making concegniamily affairs, chart (13) shows
the following results:

Chart (13) about the obstacles — from the test grqupoint of view — facing the
efficient participation of youth in decision makingconcerning family affairs

Obstacle Males Females Total
Yes| No | Total | Yes| No | Total | No. | %
Parents prejudicing their children 47 13 50 41 |9 5000 | 100
Carelessness and indifference in upbringing 43 | 7 5@8 | 12| 50 | 100 100
Carelessness of children’s needs 41 | 9 50 |42 | 8 500 | 100
Lack of dialogue and understanding 49 |1 50 44 | 6 5000| 100
Inability to provide for the family 2 - 2 1 - 1 3 3
Outdated customs and traditions 2 - P 1 - 1 3 3
Aloofness and lack of self-confidence 3 - 3 2 - P 55
Lack of parents’ confidence in their children 2 - 2 3 - 3 5 5
Clash of generations - 1 - 3 - 3 3
Treating youths like children 2 1 2 . : - 2 2
Quarrels within the famil - - - 2 - 2 2 2




This chart demonstrates that % 88 of test groupewlthat parents’ absolute
authority over their children is an obstacle fadingir participation in family decision
making; % 81 believe that it is carelessness addfémence in upbringing children
that prevent them from participating; % 83 believés carelessness of children’s
needs; and % 93 believe that lack of dialogue ankrstanding is an obstacle facing
their participation in family decision making.

Conclusion and Recommendations

Family plays a crucial and vital role in social dphing; it is involved, together with
other public and private social institutions, imsiag and qualifying children in order
to be able to hold their social responsibilitiesnpiete. Taking into account the great
importance of the family in setting the proper giristances for making a generation
that is capable of participating positively in éifént domains of society, and
believing in the causes of its nation; and knowtmat making a generation of youths
that are capable of holding responsibilities andig@pating in making decisions —
both for themselves and their society -, startsnftoaining them on discussing and
making decisions within the family, and qualifyinthem for holding their
responsibilities towards themselves, their famjlissciety and nation. This study
deals with the methods of social upbringing follove the Syrian families, and with
their effects on youths’ participation in decisioraking within the family. Findings
of the field study have proved the validity of thasic hypothesis upon which this
study is based i.e. the presence of a certainiopfdtip between social upbringing
methods in Syria and youths’ participation in decismaking within the family,
through examining the sub-hypotheses emerging fiieenbasic one. Examination
results of the first sub-hypothesis indicated t#@at61 of the test group answered
‘strongly agree’ that democratic method of socipbninging in the family helps
motivating youths to participate in decision makwighin the family, % 38 answered
‘somehow agree’, and only % 1 answered ‘disagree’.

Second sub-hypothesis results showed that % 4Tedest group answered ‘strongly
agree’ on that parents’ absolute authority may léadchildren’s reluctance of
participation in decision making within their fameg, % 40 ‘somehow agree’, and %
13 ‘disagree.’

Second sub-hypothesis results demonstrated tha® @m&wered ‘strongly agree’ on
the fact that family understanding of children’sde and desires may lead them to be
eager to participate in decision making within taeily, % 41 ‘somehow agree’, and
there was no ‘disagree’ answers.

The study has also discovered several other resiwthich:

* % 52 of test group members’ families allow a yonman to select his future wife;
in % 39 allow them sometimes; and % 9 do not.

* % 50 of members’ families allow female’s participat in decision making
concerning her future husband; % 30 sometimes%a20 do not.

* % 40 of test group members families allow theresgordiscuss and participate in
making decisions in terms of family resources axueaditures; % 33 allow them
sometimes; and % 25 do not.
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% 50 of test group member families allow there daeis to discuss and
participate in making decisions in terms of fami®gources and expenditures; %
30 allow them sometimes; and % 20 do not.

% 93 of members believe that lack of dialogue andewustanding creates an
obstacle in their way to participate in decisiorking within the family.

% 88 believe that parents’ absolute authority aweir children is an obstacle
facing them in decision making within the family.

The researcher offers a number of recommendat®fdlaws:

Holding symposiums dealing about care and guidémrcparents, and guide them
to the social upbringing method based upon dial@neeunderstanding with their
children, which is the best way in making youths @neparing them for holding
responsibilities and participating in decision nmakiwithin their families, and

their society as well.

Granting youths a wider range of freedom of thougid expressing their own
opinions and desires, and allowing them to pamipn discussing and making
decisions regarding their own lives or their fagsli

Offering fully considered programs to activate ywitrole in participation in
different societal activities within the family asdciety.

Information media to contribute positively to cfgiing the dangers of neglecting
youths, following the social upbringing methods dzhsipon parents’ absolute
authority, monopolizing decision making within tfeamily, too much prohibition
and restraints and treating youths like little dieh.

Enriching the educational curriculum with topic$ated to modern and healthy
social upbringing methods that determine the charatics of the healthy
relationship between parents and children.
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