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Introduction:

Much attention has been given to youth issues theepast ten years by
researchers in human sciences, especially in seciahces, education,
psychology and journalism. The importance of catstems from the
fact it represent the source from which the youagegation derive their
ideas to organize their behaviour and human reiatiggromote their
various abilities and satisfy their physical andigml needs, understand
what goes around them in the world and the rolg tten play in the
political and social changes that could be madecaBse it is quite
difficult to separate thought and data from cultarel its social context,
the means of accessing ideas and information throegding have now
become more diverse, quicker and easier than eyevirtue of the
developed means of communication and the intemetthe emergence
of a new vyouth culture. Moreover, because it isfidift to
comprehensively deal with this historical procedsicl is still being
developed, | have confined myself in this resedrclstudying a small
sample of Damascus University students whose agegerbetween 18-
24 with a view to detecting the reading strategaesl the ways of
accessing culture on the part of the young germeraf\nother objective
Is to investigate the youth’s reluctance to reddrahe emergence of the
multi-media of satellite channels which constitdenew source of
information that can be a rival to reading.

1) The youth's culture:

The most urgent questions seem to be those whiehraated to
understanding human behaviour in all its types Wwhace governed by
certain cultural systems. The concept of cultuselitis not a simple one,
for it is rather comprehensive context implying igedsity of meanings
which provoke a lot of debate in sociology becatise concepts of
culture and civilization often overlap. For thisasen, some researchers
detected 150 definitions of culture. Among theserlyeaand
comprehensive definitions is that which Edward ©ayrovided in his
book "Primitive Culture” where he defined cultuse"the overall vehicle
which encompasses knowledge, doctrine, art, liieeatmorality, law,
conventions and other abilities and habits man iagsjin his capacity as



a society membel" Dr. Nabeel Ali defines culture as a system ofieal
beliefs, knowledge, arts and literature in additiorideology, belonging
and a means of communication and dialdgu8o, because of the
impossibility of giving a final and decisive defilon of culture, it is
necessary to adopt a procedural definition thandsuwcompatible with
the peculiarity of the societies to be examined stndied.

2) A procedural definition of culture and youth:

Culture is closely linked with its social carriee. people and individuals
to whom it represents options for certain kindsbehaviour. In this
connection, Riad Al-Jaberi believes that the irdlinal takes from culture
what satisfies his needs in terms of attitudes iactinations, and that
knowledge of a certain culture remains horizontalew we talk about
public culture and the diversity of its sourteRelying on this rich
intellectual background, we can define cultureddi®ws:

a) Culture: (it is a system of knowledge which embodies alt thas been
produced by a local human group or a civilizatiom terms of
experiences, knowledge, sciences, ways of thinlsogial organization.
In addition, it is a set of values which helps induals possess the tools
of earning their livelihood and on the basis of ethpeople organize their
behaviour in dealing with other people, and devgbojorities to have
access into available resources with a view tosfgaiig their physical
spiritual needs).

b) The youth:

Researchers differ on whether the youth represemhomogenous social
group or not as far as the age group is conceiftegly draw a distinction
between the adolescence period and maturity ageettr, there is some
unanimity on considering the youth group as thags(8-24)years with
reservation on the issue of age which may be egtbridl the age of

thirty years. Moreover, the question which shoudraised in this regard
is: from where do the youth derive their culture? dnswer to this
question, it can be said that the cultural resaurme the youth are
diverse: family, school, university, religion, gatal doctrine, the TV and
communication and mass media in a space open tkirmls of local

cultures. Some researchers focus on religion, mhectand the set of
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values in the culture of the youth and their bmggup with a view to
highlighting the role of cultural specificity in aping the charactér

On the other hand, educational institutions playiraportant role in the
cultural domain especially in the state-run edwcatin age where
specialization is increasingly playing a cruciattta in determining the
culture and the behaviour of the individual and Wesy he understands
the world. On the other hand, the spread of thermattional and satellite
media has diversified the sources of the youthucelltvhich are now no
longer confined to family, traditions, conventioeglucational institutions
and publications. In such a context, the youth agpee a lot of conflict
which manifests itself in the diversity of culturaferences, for the local
culture calls for the preservation of social valudsctrines, conventions
and traditions while the culture which is broughtng with the new
media urges them to imitate other cultures. GaHajjar says in this
regard "concepts, values, conventions and traditibave begun to
change so rapidly and the youth begun to experient& of conflict
resulting from the influence of the culture brou@bim the outside and
Traditions and creating a situation of value angchpslogical confusion
and restlessness on the part of the youth who $ookorried about their

future™.

3) Arab youth and cultural practices:

In today's world, the youth generation is about loifi®n inhabitants that
is one sixth of the world's population. This figwaries in developed and
developing countries. In the Arab countries, thatiiagyeneration that old
(16-29 years) represents more than 40% of the ptpal for Arab
societies are characteristically young. Howevedrastic changes have
taken place in food, residence, clothing, and ¢éatanent habits in last
tenth years, with this capriole in multimedia, he@enumber new Arab
T.V.channels satellites have been arisen thronodéD01-2006) from
20-220 and T.V programs hours(400-3200) h\daily, 8altural and
reading practices as well as cinema and theatrggduve declined both
in quality and quantity on the part of the younmemaattendants have
dropped in Syria between years (1985-1998) fron3 hailions, in Arab
World 250-120 million§ that associate with wide-spreading C.D
Jinternet, information and Communication Technologyhile rate
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suffusion computers between Arab population thpanwod (2001-2004)
increased from 1-4,5% ,Interne from 2-18% and neofodm 5-25%.

4) The youth culture in the globalization age and theevolution in the
information and communication field:
The terminology and the cultural components of #1e™ century are
diametrically different form those of the previopsriod. we live in
period globalization That describe with openintgrnational markets,
to become one global free market, mergence andoeucnintegrations
between geographic regions, a great and qualitatiotes for
multinational corporations in world trade and (@Rand appearing kind
of cultural globalization with new telecommunicatsorevolutionwhere
today's world is witnessing a qualitative change arwide-scale cultural
invasion through knowledge highways and the indirstatellite media
channels, for the number of satellites that go datlwe earth continuously
sending various data and pictures have exceedeth30nber. That true
have been than more chooses fore attendants toanewisten deferent
mass information that he want and need, but akseomwst carefully TV
viewers they aren’t allays critical media skillsytbthey often are
essentially passive recipients, it is quite easyHs set of picture, colour
and movement to infiltrate into the sub-consciotipemple when relaxed
where the transfer process of ideas, modes of ocgotson and behaviour
as well as the new habits becomes equally easy.eUrslich
circumstances, therefore, the family and schoolehkst control in
combating this new danger which has infiltratedoitihe lives of the
youth ® and dominated their minds and tendencies. Abdah Eal
Kazez, also, describes the cultural impact of dlebaon as “"the
production of what exceeds the physical needsrimgeof sound effects
and pictures. He says that this kind of productkiis the spirit and
destroys the moral and humanitarian content of fmubeaviour.”

5) The youth culture and reading between the internetand the book
industry:
Some publishers believe that the age of the papek Bnd publication is
receding because of the spread of reading through &hd the easy
accessibility into the internet. In fact, the woihdis witnessed great
acceleration in the number of the web pages, ®mtimber of the pages
in 1997 did not exceed one million, while in 2002e number reached
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more than one billion and a half pages, and 20@6ntlmber was six
billion pages every da%and in 2004, the worldwide sales of CD
Reached about 30 billion discs. By 2007 were 20dmbiCDs had been
sold worldwide?*

6) The Arab youth culture in the age of information:
The Arab world is still suffering from two kinds dhiteracy, for 27% of
the youth suffer from reading and writing illiteyaevhile 88% suffer
from the information illiteracy or the illiteracyf @sing the computer and
the internet. In fact, despite the enthusiasm diggl by the Arab youth
in Syria, the rich and the medium-income Arab cdestto utilize the
personal computer and the internet, the percentdgbose who have
access to these tools is still meager. This indgat digital gap between
the Arab world and the developed countries, an@énevetween India
which has entered this domain quite strongly. Wéatbstantiates the
existence of this gap is the fact that the sprdaitheéd computer and the
internet use is still low and does not exceed 4%«fxch Arab countries
compared with the world average: 12% for the compand 13 % for the
internet? In Syria, and in spite of the great efforts tlewernment exerts
to narrow this gap, the spread of the computeriru2005 did not exceed
4.50% and the internet 6%. There is an ambitiow b raise the
percentage of the internet use to 20% and the ctempo 30% ™.
Moreover, the number may rise in the coming tengy&aa million users.
However, the Syrian youth are suffering from negatttitudes towards
reading and education ,and they show dangeroustaelce to read and
learn, for satellite channels and the computer mepkced the traditional
paper means, books, newspapers and magazines asoneves for the
youth culture in a world suffering from an Americanltural invasion of
thoughts, values and consumer modes. This will keméed and
investigated in the section Il.

[l. The field section:

1) The research problem At the beginning of the third millennium,
humanity began to witness rapid development in aslbects of the
economic and cultural fields thanks to the develepim of
communication tools and the multi-media means whielped remove
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the barriers between nations, cultures and peojpiEsmation had begun
to intensively flow both qualitatively and quantitely with the spread of
the computer, the internet and the multi-functi@eliite channels. In
such a context, the problem of reading developtmarcrisis on the part
of those individuals and peoples who failed to getolved and

participate in the age of knowledge-based economy iaformation

society. On the other hand, for other people th@odpnities of

knowledge and reading increased with the appearah¢bousands of
books, magazines, newspapers through the inteNetdless to say,
reading has been and still is one of the most itapbrmeans of
formulating the individual's culture and his awaes of what goes
around him in the world. However, the quality ofadeng and the
opportunities to access its resources vary fromiodidual to another
according to the level of education, profession #redcultural carrier. In
addition, it is determined by several socio-ecormand cultural factors
such as social bringing up, the level of the pa'eeducation, profession,
specialty, inclinations and attitudes ...etc. Moraovecal (or national)

society and the cultural environment play importaés along with the
school and social organization in either encoumgon retarding the
individual's ability to read.

Reading, in fact, is an acquired stimulus whiclgiisatly influenced by

the surrounding social and cultural environment $at of values and the
attitude of a certain society towards reading mdfee promote the

frequenting of reading of reading centers such @i libraries and

cultural centers and boost the various types afingasuch as the reading
of magazines, newspapers and periodicals or makpl@eeluctant to

read and develop negative attitudes towards it.

Reading, which is considered as one of the baaditipnal means which
contributed to the formulation of the individualsulture and his
consciousness of his own being and the world ardumg is now being

rivaled in the globalization age and the spreadaitllite multi-media
organs by pictures and sound and the diversityhefdatellite channels
which all now compete with books and paper mean®rmulating the

youth culture. In Syria, for example, early estiesashow that the role of
reading in shaping the culture of the young geimrahas begun
receding. On the other hand, consumer culture wilgtdrifies the

accumulation of wealth through illegal ways with@xerting efforts and
acquiring knowledge has begun to spread on a lsecgke. This kind of
culture is very dangerous for the Syria society dhe values and
attitudes of the Syrian youth towards knowledgdtuce and work. It has,
therefore, become imperative for researchers aoida makers in the



cultural field to view this challenge quite seribudt is imperative for

them, too, to diagnose the root causes of this lgnob put national

strategies and practical policies with a view tstoeing the right status of
culture and cultural identity and to concentratetbe ways that help
promote reading. Hence the choice of the topichd tesearch which
aims at investigating the dimensions of the probt¢meading as well as
the encouraging and retarding factors for readimgugh studying a
representative sample of all the faculties and depnts of Damascus
University. To achieve this, a questionnaire medrarhas been utilized
to determine the percentage of those who read lamdkind of material

they read, the role of the family in promoting reayd the number of the
topics of readying and the time allocated on aydail weekly basis, the
favourite means of reading such as books, magazamels scientific

magazines, and the books which are closely relatstudents' curricula.
In addition, the study aims at exploring the enegurg and the retarding
factors of reading, the role of the family and otkaltural institutions

such as the house bookcase, public libraries, gieabbook exhibitions,

university libraries and publication houses...etct eother objective is
to investigate whether TV and satellite media neght affect reading.

The research will also try to explore these indicataccording to the
class distribution of the sample. It will also try examine the impact of
specialization, age, gender, the family's levekedtication, the parents'
profession on the quality of reading and their rmleformulating the

culture of the youth in addition to diagnosing tteuses of the youth's
unwillingness to read. At the end, the research wibpose some
practical solutions to promote reading and restsreght status.

2) The importance of the research: The youth sector represents a
substantial and vital energy in the social develepnhprocess. The Syrian
society is ranked young, for the percentage ofggeps between 15-60
rises to 47.8% of the population, while the numibiepeople whose ages
are between 15-24 reaches 4 million inhabitants wioostitute a
percentage of 22%. This group is currently give mwattention by
governments and international organizations. Howe&eab studies and
researches in this field are characteristicallptbgcal and, therefore, the
components of the youth culture and reading, iniqdar, which is one
of the most important means of self-education hawe been given
adequate attention in terms of field studies. Unslech situation of
intensive flowing of satellite programs over 24 fgubook and other
paper means are no longer means of self-educasiaginveas the case in
the previous centuries. Moreover, we have begunitivess a period of
unwillingness to read because of various econonsigcial and
psychological considerations. With the spread o tinternet, the



3)

4)

situation has become more complicated, for thid tas a variety of
functions: it is a means for entertainment andllexdéual and economic
exchange in addition to being a tool for educatimd obtaining
information in a limitless space.

Objectives and motivations of the research:

The research is prompted by knowledge and praaticdivations at the

same time, for the diagnosis of the problem remtssa very important

source of knowledge for decision makers to findusohs. The practical

motivation is mainly professional, for early resushow that the students
of the faculty of humanities go to the library (s&seek the help of the
internet in research of references) only when thegd to write seminar
papers while their reading for specialty and knalgke is still modest.

This manifests itself in their literal commitmend the texts of the

university curricula or the summaries during examet The same

applies to seminar paper work during interviews arad exams.

Previous studies:

Fields studies on this issue are nearly modestrabi& compared with
the theoretical studies. Similarly, field studiestbe relationship between
culture and reading are few compared with otherab#es such as the
discussion of youth culture, values and identitytire Globalization
period or the youth problems and their attitudesatals certain issues.
Field studies, therefore, suffer from selectivitydadependence on big-
size and uncontrolled random samples of young eespécially in the
pre-university stages of education or on sampledeman a selective
basis as it is the case in the university educatiage or the postgraduate
stage. Among these studies are:

Ahmad Ali Kana'an, 2004 (University Students: Théulture And
Values In A Changing World)

The study was made on 500 students (males anddsjrfabm Damascus
University. The researcher concentrates on theemiraf identity and the
influence of Globalization on the youth and theatues. He also studies
the major economic, social and psychological pnwoisleuniversity
students suffer from in addition to the role of taenily and the official
educational institutions in shaping the values auture of the youth.

Dema Al-Jarf, 2004 (What The Youth Read In The Gladation Age —
A Theoretical And Field Study)

The study aims at examining the topics of intefesSaudi girl students
during their pre-university education (intermediated secondary) abd



their university study. The sample was taken rarlgdand each student
was given more than one option. The researchesifita$ her results in

accordance with the education stage. She founthatithe students who
read entertainment magazines, during their uniyyestudy, depending
on the topics in the magazines were: 77% costumedashion, 66% art,
24% poetry, 20% public health and 3% only read atlocal and

computer materials. During the pre-university edioca student read
religious books 60%, Islamic history 29%, geneogids 13% and stories
derived from heritage 11%. The study shows discrepdetween what
these students read during their pre-university cation and the

university years. The researcher attributed thistregliction to the

influence of satellite channels and advertisemeérite. researcher called
for developing policies which promote reading anggnuch attention to
culture.

Salman Al-Haji 2002 (Factors That Influence The ¥ts1 Reading

Practices)

The researcher concentrates on the social, fammly school factors

which influence reading depending on a random santgken from

secondary school students in the Gulf CooperatiayunCil states

consisting of 4909 male and female students. Tkeareher came out
with the conclusion that 156 of the sample likedieg newspapers and
magazines, 11.6% read poetry, 9.5% read imaginamnes, 9.3% read

religious topics, 9.5% read adventure stories, 8%drpuzzles and
riddles, 57.2% read sport topics, 7% read tales lagdnds, 6% read
historical novels, 4.7% habits and traditions abde, 4.5% read science,
3% read history. The researcher also talks abatisstally significant

differences between free reading and personal iivesy on the one

hand, and the role of the family and social tresaad students educational
trends, on the other.

Mohammed Ayoub, 1999 (Reading In The Palestiniazieby)

The researcher studied a sample consisting of il8¥ests in the third
preparatory classes through the questionnaire rdetbgy. He found out
that 57% only of the students' families have cormmuand 2% only of
these families use them for practical purposes evbio only buy a
newspaper to follow up sport news, job vacancy annements and
university announcements. Those who own modestifdmbobkcases, the
researcher found out, represent 9% only, while®@20Bly of the students
read a book beyond assigned curricula. Other esuit as follows: 2%
buy one book every month, 9.5% have books desifmredhildren, 2%

only use school library, 18% go to school librance a week, 7% read
religious books, 22% read puzzle books. The rekearcmoreover,



outlined the constraints as being caused by famsityool, curriculum,
local authorities and the technical productionatfaol books.

Mohammed Khudeir, 1988 (students' reading habitghim Baghdad
intermediate schools)

The researcher selected 12 schools in Baghdad wbioh he took a
sample consisting of 658 male and female studesitsguthe limited

guestionnaire methodology. He arranged the respiltdis research
according to reading preferences. Literary topexs;ordingly, ranked
highest with a percentage of 68.5%, followed bygrels topics with a
percentage of 57.7%, social changes and problefts Bathematics and
inventions 19%, psychological health 17%, sexuplc® 16.5%, history
14.5%, war topics 11%, politics 11% and geograghy 8

Batshmo Tskaya and Yanakova, 1996 (reading andydih cultural
interests)

This study shows that 70% of the people who fregéRrssian libraries
in Moscow are students who come to these librawesomplete their
study requirements and write topics and researdiated to their study
duties. Their free reading, the researchers foumg @entred on three
cultural interests, namely human and democratiensas, human rights,
and history.

IV. The approach:

w N

The research depend on the comprehensive survespagbp to test
hypotheses and basic aspects of the research Img ke limited
guestionnaire methodology and adopting analytiggir@ach for field
findings in addition to the comparative approach.

Hypotheses and questions raised:

The research is prompted by hypotheses and gemezations in addition
to subsidiary questions which are more specificoAgithese hypotheses
and general questions are:

The relation between specialization and attitudeatds reading or
reluctance to read.

There is a relationship between kind of reading @rlture of the youth.
There are differences as far as topics are conddratween university
faculties.

There might be a difference in the degree and tyualireading in terms
of the sex variable.

The family plays an important role in encouragihgdren to read.

1C



a) The higher the educational level of the parentsthg greater the
encouragement for their children will be.
b) The availability of a bookcase in the house is ohehe factors that
prompts the youth to read and promote their culture
c) A working mother prompts her children to read mibv@n a housewife.
6. Social context of the youth either motivates oaré$ reading.
7. Satellite media is competitive to reading in foratirlg the youth culture.
8. High prices or low prices of books and printed mats affect the youth's
willingness or unwillingness to read. For this @asbook exhibitions
and reduced prices play a motivating role to bubkdsoand promote
reading practices.

VI. Premises and procedures:
Among the most controversial premises for reseaschee the youth,
reading or reluctance to read. for this reason,esprocedural premises
have been formulated in order to fit the naturdghef research and the
society studied. Among these are:

a) Unwillingness to read: this concept applies to guemniversity student
who, for various reasons, does not read any clilbo@rce other than the
university curriculum.

b) The youth: social homogeneous group that theirgagaps between 17-
25 years old and they differentiated by(sexual, eleeducation,
specialization or profession, social status, céambothers)

c) Cultural resources: this concept applies to allilakkée paper resources
(books, newspapers, periodicals) as well as digisburces available on
Arab and world nets.

d) Degree of reading: this concept means the numbkowfs of reading on
a weekly or daily basis.

e) Theoretical university faculties: this term is usedSyrian universities
and applies to those faculties which consist ofdapartments of social
and human sciences (literatures, human sciencesagon, economics,
law, religious studies and formative arts).

VII. Society under research:
This will be confined to studying Damascus Univigrsstudents who
attended theoretical and scientific faculties dyrime academic year
2006-2007.

VIIl. sample studied:
A class clustered sample with one per thousand bélldrawn from
students registered in the scientific and theasefmculties in Damascus
University. The questionnaire is made on studeriits are present at the
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faculties during the data collection process quaedomly taking into
consideration the accuracy of representationsenbtiginal society in the
sample size for all theoretical and scientific fies and departments.

IX. Findings of the field research(see attached table)
Before talking about the findings of the reseaitishould be noted that
the questionnaire was tested with a view to detangithe precision of
the questions. This was done on a random sampléhartdst reflected an
error percentage of 4% in measuring variables. dbestionnaire was
amended before starting the data collection.

The questionnaire items (the number of forms) redch51 distributed
between theoretical faculties (45%) and scientificulties (46%). The
percentage of females reached 45%, males 55%, edatfi%, divorced
and widowed 2%. The role of husbands and wivesampting reading
was neglected because of the low percentage.

The findings of the research are divided as foltows

1. Reading and the sources of the youth culture:

a. Reading rate: the first hypothesis, namely reluctance to reads ha
proved to be true, for the percentage of those méwer read anything
apart from university curricula reached 20% outhd total number of
the sample. The percentage who read for more tirae tours did not
exceed 5% and those who read for between 1-2 1®%s The reading
rate among females rises to 84% compared with m&iés. There is
also statistical significance manifesting itseltie differences between
faculties in this regard, for the percentage ofsthavho read for more
than 3 hours reached 58.5% in scientific facultusle the percentage
drops to 51% in theoretical faculties. The perogataf those who read
between 1-2 hours rises to about 25% in theoretazallties compared
with scientific faculties where it drops to 13%.

b. Main cultural sources for reading:
Every student studied was given the freedom to shaunore than one
preference. The number of those who read booksheea64% with
statistically significant differences in favour démales where the
percentage reached 70.5% compared with 59% forsmale percentage
of reading newspapers reached 52.2% with differeicéavour of males
55.4% whereas the percentage dropped to 48.5% doralés. In
theoretical faculties it was 55.5% while in sci@atfaculties it dropped
to 48.5%. On the other hand, the findings do ndiect statistically
significant differences in terms of sex and thedkof faculty regarding
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the reading of magazines (scientific and psychcklyi The percentage
of those who read magazines reached 55% whileiny uke internet for

reading, the percentage did not exceed 19.2% wffiereinces in terms of
sex and faculties: males 21.7%, females 10.3%nsfefaculties 22.8%

compared with theoretical faculties where the patage dropped to
16%.

c. Number of reading materials (magazines on a weeklgasis, books
on a yearly basis)

d.

The percentage of those who read more than sewsspapers weekly
(one newspaper daily) did not exceed 4%, thosernaad 4-7 newspapers
weekly 16%. About 40% read 1-3 newspapers weekigarding book
reading, it was found out that 12% do not read koak all and the
percentage of those who read more than ten booksaliyp did not
exceed 8% taking into consideration statisticallyignsgicant
considerations in this regard. For those who reefdvéen 5-10 books
yearly, the percentage did not exceed 16% whe@aedgs than 5 years
annually it was 55% with a rise for females 55% paned with males
39%.

Reading (according to place)
House: for 60% the house is the favourite place for regdmth
significant differences in terms of sex and facultyere the percentage
rises in scientific faculties to 86% and dropsS8% in theoretical
faculties; it also rises to 72 for males comparedemales 60%. For
those who read more than three hours daily, theepéaige was 6% with
differences in terms of sex, 9% for males and 2#4dmales. For those
who read between 1-2 hours daily, the percentagendti exceed 12%
with differences in terms of sex and university ulies: 16% for
scientific faculties and 9% for theoretical facedti For those who read
for less than an hour, the percentage was 42% wigmificant
differences in terms of sex and university facslti60% for scientific
faculties compared with theoretical faculties 49%2% for males
compared with females 42%.

Public libraries and other places:the percentage of those who go to
public libraries for reading reached 24% and otpkrces 2% with
significant differences in terms of university f#@s where the
percentage of students form theoretical faculties @o to libraries for
reading reached 43% but it drops to 12.5% in sifierfaiculties; 31%
for males compared with 24% for females. For thake read in public
libraries for an average between 7-14 hours pekweo hours per
day), the percentage did not exceed 1%; for moaa ttb hours per
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week (3 hours per day) 2%; while 21% read less g#®en hours per
week. There are significant differences in termsimiversity faculties,
for theoretical faculties spend a longer time tofgren their practical

obligations in the libraries where 12% of them spenore than 15
hours per week; 29% of them read for an averagethes) 7 hours; 2%
of them read for an average of two hours per dayever, in scientific
faculties, only 3% spend 15 hours weekly (3 howsy)l while 8.5%

spend less than 7 hours weekly (less than 1 holy).da

Preferable cultural topics for reading:

A scale has been designed to measure preferencesilfaral topics
which attract readers of newspapers, books and zitegga The topics
have been classified into seven subjects, and ieamwhof the sample has
the right to choose more than one preference. Ope&g of cultural
reading have been arranged from top to bottom enptleference scale
where the findings according to resource consiaeratwere as follows:

Newspaper culture: membersof the sample gave top preference to
political topics followed by general subjects anterlry topics
successively, while for females these were: litertopics first,
followed by social subjects, while political topioscupied the fifth
rank. Specialized topics, on the other hand, rari&adh for males,
females, and scientific faculties, but third foednetical faculties.
Sport topics ranked second for theoretical facsiltg#udents, the
fourth for scientific faculties students, but thstlfor females.

Magazine culture: no gender differences in terms of reading
preferences have been found. Specialized topidsedafirst for all
the sample members with no statistical differen@s;and social
topics ranked third with the exception of studeintsn theoretical
studies for whom second preference is sport; ecantopics ranked
third for all sample members, sport ranked fourtr Mmales;
literature ranked fifth, and at the level of bookiserary topics
ranked fourth.

Culture derived from book reading: reading books which include
specialized topics ranked first in terms of sex famllties with no
differences at all. This is logical enough becapseparation of
seminar papers and graduation projects cannot fiewvad without
consulting references available in public librariegterary topics
ranked second; general topics ranked third andtigalli topics
ranked fourth with differences in terms of sex e tfirst four
preferences because females read books of gerogriak tas first
preference, but specialized topics as a seconénerefe while other
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topics are hardly noticeable. As for males, gensudljects ranked
second, political topics ranked third, literary itspranked fourth and
economic topics ranked fifth.

2. The role of the family in motivating reading:

The quality of bringing up the family achieves gaay a very important
role in either encouraging or retarding the incenfor reading. This is a
general hypothesis from which sub-hypotheses emerg#h as the
educational level of parents, the profession ofheand the social,
cultural and economic situation of the family. # noticed that the
percentage of reading encouragement is low amdhgsgouth families,
for it did not exceed 38% with differences in terofisiniversity faculties:
the families of students studying at theoreticatufaes give more
encouragement 37% while in scientific facultiesthercentage drops to
24%. Male students get more encouragement thandeshalents do, for
33% get encouragement compared with 27% for ferstalgents. As for
the level of education, it has been found out thathigher the parents'
level is, the more encouragement students getleere are differences in
terms of profession, sector and practical situation

a) The relationship between the parents' educationaklel and the
encouragement given to students for reading:

Educational levels of parents for the sample ashalavreached the
following percentages:

* Mother's educational level: 45% of them are of praory
education level and below; 31% secondary educatibi%
university and intermediate institutes, 7% MA ankl.0P degrees
with significant differences in the educational éewf mothers in
terms of faculties. In scientific faculties, theuedtional level of
mothers is higher at secondary school level witho1@t university
stage 7% and 1% in postgraduate studies.

» Father's educational level: Father's educationadl les higher than
that of mothers. Father's educational at preparaducation level
and below was 30%; secondary education was 32%ersiy level
26%, postgraduate level 12% with differences imteof university
faculties. In scientific faculties, father's educasl level was higher
at the secondary stage by 4% and university sté@gewhile in
preparatory education and below it dropped by 7% an
postgraduate faculties, the difference was in favaiutheoretical
faculties by 3%.

Certainly there is a relationship between mothieigh educational
level and encouragement given to promote readimy, the
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percentage of reading promotion dropped in the adsmothers
whose level is confined to preparatory educatiod below to 2%
for fathers and 8% for mothers. At secondary edoigaBl% for
fathers and mothers, while at university leveliges to 56% for
fathers and 59% for mothers, and at an MA and Pb\Is it
reaches 80% for mothers and 82% for fathers. fotsced that the
percentage of encouragement in theoretical fasulsehigher than
that in scientific faculties at all levels of edtioa, but they are
equal in higher education (MA and Ph.D).
The relationship between parents' profession anddimg
promotion: The economic and practical situatiohshe parents
reflect the level of reading promotion. It is netitthat government
employees give encouragement to their children mtran
employees in the private sector. Mother employedage g
encouragement more than housewives. The perceofafghers
working in the public sector reached 48.5%, in piivate sector
38% and 15% unemployed. 29% of the mothers workidetthe
house, 71% is housewives with differences in teofmaniversity
faculties, the percentage of fathers working in plélic sector is
higher than 14% while in the private sector, theepetage drops to
21%, but that of the unemployed is higher by 7%e PRrcentage
of mothers working outside the house is higher %y Moreover,
of 38% of the families that encourage reading, 1@%centrated
among those who work in the public sector. It hasrbfound out
that the percentage is highest amongst governnmeplogees, for
out of every two employees one does this encouragenn the
private sector, on the other hand, there is onBt Hhd amongst
the unemployed this drops to 0.6% although theyesssnt 15% of
the sample. There are differences in fathers' eagement in
terms of university faculties in favour of theocati faculties where
out of every two fathers one does encourage, whilscientific
faculties, one out of four does this encouragem@stior mothers,
in faculties mothers encourage reading by 58% antheoretical
faculties 75%, while for housewives there is ori@2which drops
to 10% in scientific faculties.

The house library: those who have a library repre§®% with
significant differences in terms of faculties irvéar of theoretical
faculties 68% compared with 63% for scientific fli@s. There are
also differences in terms of male and female distron: females
81% compared with 69% for males. As for the sizénheflibrary, it
has been found out that 44% of these availablariks contain
more than 50 books, 19% contain between 30-40 baokis10%

1€



with 10-20 books. As for the quality of books, ashbeen found
out that in scientific faculties, first prefereneeas for literary
books followed by political books while specializedpics in
science ranked third followed by books of geneids. In
theoretical faculties, on the other hand, genexgics ranked first,
specialized topics ranked second; literary topiasked third;
political topics ranked fourth and children storiemme last._In
general, literary topics came first, general topiasked second
while specialized and political topics ranked thilml terms of sex,
literary topics ranked first for both males and &®&s while
specialized topics ranked second and general topitsed third
for the males. However, for males general topicked second,
specialized topics ranked third while children ssicame last.

3. The role of book exhibitions in the promotion of rading:

Book exhibitions and reduced prices help promotadireg and buy
books. However, it is noticed that 37% of the mersb& the sample
never frequent book exhibitions with significantfeliences in terms of
university faculties. Those who do not go to boakibitions represent
52% in theoretical faculties and 33% in scientiféculties. However,
going to book exhibitions does not necessarily maaying books. 24%
of those who go to these exhibitions do not evea single book. This
rises to 28% amongst female students but dropsl® amongst the
males. There are also differences in terms of fesul Students in
scientific faculties buy more books 46% while iedhetical faculties this
drops to 31%. There are also differences in terfnser in this regard:
42% for males and 35% for females. Those who cannbore than four
books represent 14.5% only of the total numbehefdample, 10% of the
females and 17% of the males. However, the purchagmbility
scientific faculty students is higher (19%) whichopls in theoretical
faculties to 10%.

The majority of those who can buy books becauseddiced prices and
exhibitions usually buy 1-3 books and these remtesepercentage of
25% (males and females) out of the totality ofghenple and 23% of the
size of the total sample.

4. Motivating factor for reading noticed in the sample
» Cultural motivation: Ten options were given to each member of the
sample to choose more than one preference in tefmiscentives.
Findings of the preference scale show that thd fimeentive for
reading is topromote the cultural level while promotion of
knowledge ranked second; entertainment ranked tkith the
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exception of the students of scientific facultie®r fwhom
entertainment ranked second and knowledge promoéioked third.
For students of theoretical facultidsetter chance for success in
study ranked third, whileentertainment ranked sixth andhe desire
to keep abreast with modern liferanked fourth for all members of
the sample. There is also identicality in incentareangement (the
first four ones) for males and females. On the mtiand,
entertainment and a better opportunity for successare equal in
rank for males, while for females a better oppatjumor success
ranked fifth as well as for the total number of Hanple members. As
for psychological satisfaction as an incentive feading, it ranked
fifth for males and seventh for females.

* Moral incentives: The role of reading icultural cultivation ranked
sixth with no differences in terms of universityctidties and ranked
seventh for both males and females. On the othed,hthe role of
reading inpromoting modesty ranked ninth for the total number of
the sample members, the total number of females samdents of
theoretical and scientific faculties, while it rauksixth for males and
students of scientific faculties.

» Social incentives for reading:The phrasedives me a social statuis
ranked seventh for the total number of the saniplé,t ranked fifth
for students of theoretical faculties, while it kad ninth for students
of scientific faculties; the sixth for females; theventh for males. The
phrase gives me a status in the eyes of the other Seanked last for
the totality of the sample and students of thendifie faculties, but it
ranked eighth for the two sexes and students of the®retical
faculties.

5. Reasons of unwillingness to read:
Ten possibilities were developed to diagnose tresars behind the
unwillingness to read on the part of those who sheluctance and every
member was given three options: the arrangemethieofeasons came as
follows:

= Watching TV and satellite channels all members with no
differences in sex and faculty.

* No time for reading. all members of the sample with any
differences of sex, but ranked third in terms afulty with any
differences in terms of sex.

= No reasons all with the exception of females and theoretical
faculties where it ranked second.
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» No desire to read all and males, while for females it ranked third,
but second for students of scientific faculties &fttl for students
of theoretical faculties.

= High book prices all but ranked fourth for females and students of
scientific faculties.

» Many reasons such #&sck of encouragement from surrounding
environment, uselessness of reading, uselessnesscauofture,
unavailability of valuable books ranked sixth with insignificant
differences in the arrangement of these reasons.

6. Proposed solutions to promote reading:
Proposed solutions have been arranged in ninelplitgss according to
preference scale and every member should chooseé&msibilities. The
findings are as follows:

0 Reduction of the book prices no differences in terms of faculty
and sex.

o0 Government should support book industry no differences in
terms of faculty and sex.

o Promotion of reading through mass media and adversiement
all and males and students of scientific facultwesile for females
and students of theoretical faculties it ranketh fif

o Government should give incentives for publishersmales and all
members of the sample. For students of theorefmallties it
ranked third, while for students of scientific fées it ranked
sixth.

o Giving attention to quality in book industry: for all and males,
while it ranked fourth for scientific faculties ansdixth for
theoretical faculties.

o An Arab common market for books and newspapers this
ranked fourth for females and fifth for males anciestific
faculties.

o Organization of symposiums and open dialogues forhe
promotion of reading: this ranked ninth with the exception of
students of theoretical faculties.

o Availability of a hall for reading in every school in the opinion
of the total number and males, while for femalesaiiked sixth; for
theoretical faculties it ranked fourth, and nintor fscientific
faculties.

o Joint Arab committees to organize book exhibitionswith the
exception of females who ranked it eighth, while $tudents of
scientific faculties it ranked fifth.



X. Summary of results and recommendations:

1) There is a tendency of unwillingness towards readmamongst the
youth. Those who never read anything beyond univeity curricula
represent 20% of the total number of the sampland those who read
for an average of three hours represent no more5ba

2) A low rate of readingThose who read books represent 64% of the
sample sizewith statistical differences in favour of femaleghna rise
of 70.5% in comparison with males where the peaggmtdoes not
exceed 59%Those who read newspapers represent 52.2% of the
sample size. Those who read more than one newspapepresent a
percentage that does not exceed 4% of the sampleei Those who
read magazines (scientific and art ones) represeiat percentage of
55%. There is also a drop in the number of interneusers by 20%
of the sample size.

3) There are differences in terms of sex and speciadiion in all
indicators and this confirms the hypothesis which ssumes the
existence of differences in terms of sex in thisgard. The study has
shown that the females read more in terms of the maber of hours
and quality of reading. The females are more inclined to reading
books than reading newspapers and subjects owtisidg requirements.
Females, also, are inclined to reading art magaziAs for males,
political topics are read more than newspaper gmaltstopics. In
reading books, the males give priority to topicktexl to their study
whereas literature and general topics come next.

4) Preferable place for reading is the house:
This represent a percentage of 60%with significant differences in
terms of faculty and sex. Those who read more thage hours represent
no more than 6% of the sample size with differenceterms of sex.
There is also a drop in the number of those who fogient public
libraries for reading and these represent no morehan 24% of the
sample size. Other places 2%with differences in terms of faculty, for
there is a rise in the number of theoretical facsludents who go to
public libraries and those who read more than thraers represent no
more than 2%.

5) The role of culture in shaping the youth cultupelitical topics are
preferred to reading magazinesandspecialized topics rank firstfor
magazine readers for all the sample members wittlifferences at all.
Art and social topics rank second with the exceptid students of
theoretical faculties for whom the second prefeeeiscsport and the
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third come economic topicgkeading specialized topics rank first
with no differences at all in terms of faculties ad sex.This is quite
normal, for the preparation of seminar papers ardlgation projects
cannot be achieved without going to public librari&iterary topics
rank second; general topics rank third, and palitiopics rank fourth.

6) There is no adequate encouragement for reading orhe& part of
families: those who are encouraged by their famile represent no
more than 31% of the total number of the sample mefvers.

7) Mothers' work outside the house contributes to enagaging
students to read: At the level of faculties and athe level of the
overall sample, the percentage of working mothers o do such
encouragement reached 58% while this drops to 25% naongst
housewives.

8) Book exhibitions play a big role in reading promoton:
63% of the sample members go to book exhibitioni2B&6 of those who
frequent these exhibitions do not buy any booksjeme majority of
those who buy books as a result of reduction ingsrican only buy 1-3
books on the average.

9) There is a relationship between the kind of ineentand reading:
cultural incentives came first and value and mamnakntives ranked
second, whilesocial incentives came last. This proves that thedal
environment in Syria does not motivate the youth interms of
reading.

10) The hypothesis about the role of TV in the youth's
unwillingness to read has been confirmed for all ta sample
members with no exception or differences in termsfdaculty and
sex. The lack of time for reading ranked second forth# sample
members with no differences in terms of sex; newea ranked third,
and high prices of books ranked fifth for the totamber of sample.

Recommendations:

There is a big package of recommendations which aimeinstating
culture and promote reading amongst the youth. Sdhetions proposed
by the students studied could be considered asmmemdations for
decision-makers in the cultural field. In additida these proposed
solutions, the following could be added:

1- Utilization of important events, art, literary asdort festivals as well

as, national and religious events to promote repdin
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2-

Adoption of joint projects by the ministry of cuteuand the union of
publishers aiming at providing useful books wittvIprices as it is the
case in some Arab and foreign countries such azdiRg For All, and
The Family Library).

Providing opportunities and accessibility to theermet and electronic
resources (books-magazines-journals..etc.) in dshayad universities
and the utilization internet for translation andfication with a view
to enabling the youth to have access to newspapwagazines and
books on foreign websites and resource.

Stressing the importance of national programs tnopublic and
private cultural institutions with a view to explag the importance
of knowledge and science in the age of knowledgen@my and
informatics and the importance of acquiring infotima technology
which enables the youth to find job opportunities.

Cooperation between the government and the praadecivil sector
to promote programs and activities which conceetrain the
importance of the mother language (in additionaeign languages)
in preserving the cultural identity in the face ailtural invasions
practiced through satellite channels. Arab cultuaald scientific
programs could also be designed with a view toa@plcommercials
and advertisements which propagate consumer culture

Multimedia have been play great role in youth a@tiso their actual

need to critical media skills and to learn it inh8al and family to
training children critical media literacy
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Background of students studied:
Table (1) Distribution of sample items cording &etilty, sex and marital

status*:

Distribution of sample members
?ment_lflc Total Single Married Widower
aculties
Percentage 100% 97% 1.5% 1.5%
Theoretical
faculties
Percentage 100% 79% 19% 2%
Total 151 132 16 4%
percentage 100% 87% 11% 2%

* females 45%, males 56, scientific faculties 46%otktical faculties

54%.

Reading and sources of youth culture:
1) Level of reading:
Table (2) number of average reading hours per day:

Read
Less than 3 hours Does not
1-2 hours total read
1 hour and more
scientific | og 5o 13% 8.5% 80% 20%
faculties
”]leoreF'Ca' 54% 25% 1% 80% 20%
aculties
Total
number of 42 12 3 57 11
females
percentage| 62% 18% 4% 84% 16%
Total
number of 43 17 4 64 19
males
Percentage 52% 20% 5% 77% 23%
Total 85 29 8 121 30
number
percentage| 56% 19% 5% 80% 20%




Table (3):

2) Main reading sources:*

?ment.mc books | Newspapers Magazines| Internet Sample
aculties items
Percentage**| 64.3% 48.5% 57.2% 22.8%
theoretical
faculties
Percentage | 64.2% 55.5% 53% 16%
Total
number of 48 33 37 7 68
females
Percentage | 70.5% 48.5% 54.4% 10.3%
Total
number of 49 46 46 18 83
males
Percentage | 59% 55.4% 55.4% 21.7%
Total of 97 79 83 29 151
sample
percentage | 64.2% 52.2% 55% 19.2%

* each reader has more than one preference in wrneading sources.
** Percentage % is calculated out of the total nandif the sample.

Table (4)
3) Number of newspapers and magazines read per weekaper year:
Read more than 1 Read more than 1 book per
newspaper per week year Total
Does More | Does| Less More sample
not | 1-3| 4-7| than | not | than | 5-10 | than items
read 7 read 5 10
sment_lflc 14% 43 | 17 6% | 10% | 48%| 139% 9% Percentage
faculties % | % *
theore’qcal 2504 38 | 15 2% | 129% | 41% 18% 9% Perc*entage
faculties % | %
Total 30 61| 24 6 17 67 24 12 151
Percentage | 20% | o0 | o | 4% | 129%| 44% 16% 8%
0 %)
Female total 19 31 7 - 8 35 11 3 68
Percentage* | 28% | o0 | o0 | - | 12% | 51%| 16%| 4%
Males total 11 30 | 17 6 9 32 13 10 83
percentage | 13% ?/S g/i 7% | 11% | 39%| 16% 120T

* Percentage % is calculated out of the total nunolbéhe sample.
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Table (5)

4) Level of reading: number of hours according to preérred

places:
Distribution of number of readers and hours of negtl
— . Total
house Public libraries Other places
number
Less More | Less More | Less More of
than | 7-14 | than | than | 7-14 | than | than | 7-14 | than sample
7 hours| 15 7 hours| 15 7 hours| 15 .
hours hours| hours hours| hours hours ltems
scientific
faculties | 60% | 16%| 7% | 8.5%| - 3% | 4% - -
theoretical
faculties | 49% | 9% | 5% | 29% 2% 12% 1% - -

Total 69 20 10 34 2 4 4 - - 151
percentage 42% | 12%| 6% | 21%| 1% 2%, 2% - -
Numberof ) | 40| 2| 18| 1| 9| 2| - -| 68

females
Percentage 47% | 11%| 2% | 20%| 1%| 10% 2% - -
Numberof yg | 10| 8 | 16| 1| 11| 2| - -| 83
males
percentage 52% | 11%| 9% | 17%| 1%| 12% 2% - -
* each reader has more than one preference.
Table (6): Reading culture according to main topics which attact
newspaper readers: (3 preferences for each)
Specialized Political | Social| Literary | Economic| Sport | General

scientific

faculties 4 1 5 3 6 4 2
theoretical

faculties 3 1 2 1 4 2 1
Females 4 5 3 1 6 7 2

Total
number of 4 1 3 4 6 2 5

males

total 6 1 5 3 7 4 2

* each reader has more than one preference.




Table (7): Reading culture according to main topics which attact
magazine readers: (3 preferences for each)

Art
Specialized Political | & Literary | Economic| Sport
Social
scientific
faculties 1 6 2 4 3 5
theoretical
faculties 1 3 5 4 3 2
Total of 1 5 5 5 3 4
females
Total of 1 5 5 5 3 4
males
Total of 56 17 | 30| 17 23 21
sample
preference 1 5 2 5 3 4
Table (8):Main topics which attract book readers (3 preferenes).
Specialized Political | Social| Literary | Economic| Sport | General
scientific
faculties 1 4 5 3 6 2 2
theoretical
faculties 1 4 5 3 4 6 2
Females 2 3 4 2 5 6 1
males 1 3 6 4 5 7 2
total 1 4 5 2 6 7 3
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Table (11)
Role of family in reading promotion and shaping ofyouth culture:

Does not encourage Does encourage
scientific faculties 61.5% 38.5%

theoretical faculties 63% 37%
Total of females 50 18

Percentage 63% 37%
Total of males 54 29

Percentage 67% 33%
Total number of 104 47

sample
Percentage 62% 38%

Table (12)Relation between parents' educational level and

encouragement:
scientific
faculties Below Secondary C_olleg_e Abovc_a total
preparatory university | university
Father's
education 23% 30% 34% 13% 100
%
Encourage 6% 53% 41%
Mothers'
education 30% 39% 24% 7% 100
%
Encourage 6% 11% 59% 24%
theoretical
faculties
Fathers 37% 35% 18% 10%
level
Encourage 3% 30% 43.5% 23.5%
Mathers 58% 25% 11% 6%
level
Encourage 17 43 27 13 100
Total of
fathers' 30% 32% 26% 12%
level
Encourage 2% 21% 47% 30% 100
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%

Total of

mothers' 54% 31% 17% 7%
level
Encourage) 49, 32% 38% 17%

%
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Table (13)Relationship between parents' jobs and reading

promotion:
Father's job Mother's job
Public sector Private sector
Q %) )
o 8| = _ Q| | o total of the
g|le| L] 8| 2C|B E 5 | No | Works |\ cewife sample
ok 2| 5 o = | 2| E 5 | work | outside
s18|s|F |8 28 °
5 c
scientific | 30% | 11| 16} 500 | 14 T g00 | 505 | 2006 | 149%| 30% 70%
% | % %
Enco;fag'”g 13% | 3%| 1% | 17% | 3%)| 3% | 1% | 7% | - 17% 7% 24%
. 11 20| 17 | 10
Theoretical 22% % 7% | 40% % | % | % 47% | 13% 30% 70% 100
E”CO(;)rag'”g 14%| % | %| 20%| %| % 9% 16% 1%  22% 15% 37%
11| 11 | 485| 17 | 13 385
0, ) 0, 0 0,
Total 26%| o | o6 | e | 96 | o5 | 8% Top | 13%| 30% 70% 100
E”CO(;)rag'”g 13% | 3%| 3% | 19% | 7%]| 4% | 1% | 12% | 0.6%| 17% 14% 31%
IV. Role of house library in reading and youth culture:
table (14) number of students who have librariesdeding to size of
library and distribution of titles of books accaordito cultural topics)
. Percentage of students who have
Preference in average number pf  |inraries -size and number
books in library according to
topics*
Total
Sample No
members | @ c _ | 10-20 | 30-40 | More library | O
N > © oV | © than | total sample
< c O 52 o | books | books 50
‘O [} = = O c
23| 8|67 |5
)]
Scientific | 3 1 2 5 4|  10% 19%| 44% 63% @ 27% 100%
Theoretical| 2 3 4 5 1| 12%| 31%| 25% 68%  32% 100%
Total 3 1 3 4 2| 11%| 25%| 43% 70% 309 100%
Total
number of | 2 1 4 5 3| 18%| 29%| 34% 81% @ 19% 100%
females
Total
number of | 3 1 2 4 2 7% 25% 37% 69% 31% 100%
males




* Every student has more than 3 preferences raggttle kind of books according to
topics and regardless of the number of books.

Table (15):Role of book exhibitions in reading promotion amongt

the youth:
Go to book exhibitions
Purchase
Number Sample 4 Number Do not go
of sample| .=~ ". Do to
members| diStribution|. 1-3 1books| o oy | O eyhibitions
books| & visitors
more
scientific | 5. ontage
faculties v 07 27% | 19% | 46% 31% 77% 33%
theoretical 5 .o 0a
faculties | © o, 07 21% | 10% | 3194 17% 48% 52%
Total Per%zntag€’23.5% 14.5%| 38% | 24% 62% 38%
Females Per‘f)/eomage 25% | 10% | 35% 28% 63% 37%
Males | “CTCPMA9% 2506 | 1796 | 4204 219 63% | 37%

Table (16) Positive incentives for reading (among readers only).
Answers are arranged according to preferences*.

% o0 E o © >~E =2 L2 g
| 23 | & _§| 85| 53 g8 = _ | 802 ZE5
E | B2 | 8% | BR | &5 £EQ | 228%| 22 |252¢ £93
S | 8% 25| 82| €| 8 |S85s2| 2& |eg8g| €23
§ | 22| 5% | 32| 85| 38 233%| §°% (=855 o£8
512388 ° | x= 55 | § 58 o
scientific
) 2 1 8 7 3 6 5 4 10
faculties
theoretica
faculties 6 1 6 7 2 ° 3 8
Total 3 1 8 6 2 9 5 10
Total
number ol 3 1 7 6 2 9 5 4 8
female:
Total
number o] 3 1 5 6 2 5 2 4 8
males

* Every student has more than 3 preferences
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V. Unwillingness to read:
Table (17) reasons of reluctance (choice of theesons and arranging
them in terms of preference for each student stijtlie

OO OO

Surrounding . . High No .
No environment Futility | No time No prices valuable | Futility TV
reason is not of for desire of books of watching
S : culture | reading worth reading
encouraging books reading
Scientific 3 6 5 3 2 4 - 5 1
Theoretical 2 4 6 3 5 5 4 6 1
Total of
females 2 7 6 2 3 4 6 5 1
Total of males| 3 6 7 2 4 5 8 9 1
Total 3 6 6 2 4 5 6 6 1
* Every student has more than 3 preferences
Table (18) proposed solutions to promote readingrayst the youth
(four preferences for each)
=S () = = £ n
5 o £ 20 5 2% o S e ¢ 0 o
c8 | £c | 8398 | 288 | 85BL | o588 | 8852 | Be (w53 W
285 | 2% | E5¢5 E2T <goN | 58332 | <g2R| 58 |52S| &
o © x 5o 5= 52 E 2xx ® S E 0D =2 ac o 282 | ¢
3% | 28 | 2365 | z3% | cs38 | gcco2| SEXS| 58 |3E.| ©
g8 | 35 | 8227 | 858 | <FeE | 878 | SE0F | g 55
o= n o o
Scientific 1 4 6 2 5 3 5 9 7 10
Theoretical 1 6 3 2 7 5 9 4 9 1
Total of
females 1 3 6 2 4 5 8 6 7 1
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