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The survey

• Household survey (2001)
– 4,930 families (27,158 persons)
– 13 refugee camps and 52 other 

areas (173,000 people)

• Cooperation between PCBS, GAPAR 
& Fafo

– Local staff

• Focus on living conditions
– Demography
– Housing
– Health
– Education
– Labour force
– Income
– Etc.

ا	/�"  
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The survey cont’d

Three questionnaires – three respondents

• Household head

• Currently married women (4,315)
– 3,841 eligible for domestic violence questions

• Randomly selected adult (4,930)
– 2,143 men

1,293 eligible for domestic violence questions
– 2,787 women

 # �YZY�	�� �YZY– اس'�X&ن&ت 
�&	�X&ن&ت
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-  2143 Aر�  
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Are the findings valid at a 
national level?
Does the sample represent 
the Syrian population?

• Represents the 173,000  
poeple residing in the 65 
locations covered by the survey

• there are Some 130,000 
Palestinians elsewhere (2001)

• A predominantly urban 
population

    \�! �	�X*# "�/	ن'&ئ$ ا Aه
ا	/�'�ى ا	���a؟   

هA ت�X� ا	���� !� #�/�ع    
ا	�@&ن �� س�ری&؟  

• Ab/65 #� ال173000 ی 
   &d'��e'� ت- ت	ا ^U�#

 أ	� ������� ��  130•
)2001(أ#&آ� أخ�ى    

•   �fG @&ن�	ا ��X�Tأ



”Woman in Syria Today”
Seminar at Damascus University

25-26 June 2006

Representative 
sample cont’d

Basic statistics resemble that of 
the (urban) Syrian population 

– TFR of 3.3 (similar to urban TFR for 
Syria)

– Maternal mortality of 74 (Syria, 65) 
– Infant mortalitiy of 22 (Syria, 24)
– 2.1 person per room (Syria, 1.8)
– 23% illiteracy among persons aged 

25+ (Syria, 28%)
– 22% home deliveries (Syria, 45%) 
– 95% postnatal control (Syria, 77%)
– Labour force participation & 

unemployment rates as for Syrian 
nationals

 ��b//	ا ����	ا )  ̂ )ت&�

اFGi&ءات ا س&س�� ت,hX ن�g�اتd& 	�ى ا	/�'/^     
)ا	fI�ي (ا	��ري 

•     �	&/�iا ���F;	ل ا�3.3  #�
)#,&�h 	/�'�اj ��� ا	/�ا���a ا	��ری��( 
(65 ايروس) 74 تاjمألا تايفو    •
(24 ايروس ) 22 لافطأ تايفو    •
(1.8 ،ايروس) ةفرغ لكل صخش  2.1  •
 +25 دارفألا نيب ةيمألا ةبسن% 23   •

(%28 ،ايروس)
 ،ايروس) لزنملا يف تادالو% 22 •

45%)
•   95  %   ��� ��IF	!&ی� ا�	ةدالولاا

(%77 ،ايروس )
 تالدعم و لمعلا ةوق يف ةمjاسملا    •

نييروسلا نينطاوملا ىدل ةلاطبلا
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Physical abuse --
Topics to be covered

• Attitudes
• Prevalence
• Injuries
• Seriousness of abuse

• Variation by,
– Geography
– Demography

– Socioeconomic status
– Gender of respondent 

(wife or husband)

 #�ا��^ –ا	��� ا	���ي 
���e'�	

 rراء •
 اiن',&ر•
 اiص&�&ت•
 #�ى ��ی� ا	���    •

• ?�G ی�&X'	ا  :
  ا	/�U^ ا	�e�ا��    •
  دی/�T�ا��&•
  ا	I&	� اF'Ui&دی� و     •

  ��!&/'�iا
  ��u ا	/�	� �&	�X&ن  •
) زوج أو زو�� ( 
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Attitudes


	ا�� و �راء    
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Wife beating “legitimate” after certain “offenses”
��وع ��ب ا��و�� �� ��� ا��
�ت             �� ا�

ت   (   
) ا"ه
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It is appropriate for a husband to hit or 
beat his wife if she …

 wإذا آ&ن h'ب زو��وج ���	وع �/,	ا �#..

z تfI� ا	��&م �,@A ��� أو �� ا	�wU ا	/�&س?    

z ت*�م ��ا�X&تd& ا س�ی�

z ت�'�� �& �a&ل �,@A #�&س? 

ت;�ج 	}#&آ� ا	�&#� 	�G�ه& 

h/��ل أو خ&ر�	س�اء �� ا hXت�� z �*ی�ف ���F'ت

ت�د !��h أو ت'I�ث ���ی*� !�ائ��

h'م !&ئ��'Iت z

ت��~ ت���{ #&ی��d�# hX& !/�ا
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Two-thirds disapprove all physical violence
     
$%
� .��-	ن ا��+� ا�*()ي  &$/01

• 67% of 
married men 
and 70% of 
married 
women says it 
is never 
appropriate for 
a husband to 
use physical 
force against 
his wife
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Physical violence always
inappropriate

Physical violence sometimes
appropriate (1-4 situations)

Physical violence often
appropriate (5-8 situations)
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ا	��� ا	���ي   
    &X	&T ?5(#�&س

z&Gت) 8-

ا	��� ا	���ي   
1(ی��ز أ�G&ن&   

z&Gت) 4-

ا	��� ا	���ي    
�T� #�&س? 

وzی��ز نd&ئ�&

#� ا	��&ل ا	/'�و���   % 67
#� ا	��&ء % 70و 

  hون ��ن�/'�و�&ت ی�'*	ا
  A/�'وج أن ی���	ی��ز z
 ا	��� �� زو�'h نd&ئ�& 
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Considerable urban-rural differences 
ا��2و�
ت �$� ا��-� و ا��.�           

• Rural Damascus 
particularly in favour
of physical force to 
reprimand or 
“educate” wives: 
52% OKs the use of 
force in at least one 
instance
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urban
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 A@,� J,#ری� د
خ&ص ت/�A إ	\ ا	���  

 V���'	 ي���	ا
) ا	/'��/&ت( ا	�و�&ت  

وا�*�ا  !�\  % 52
اس';�ام ا	*�ة !�\  
ا G  AU� ا سX&ب    

. ا	�&�J ذآ�ه&  

 

  J,#د

 J,#ری� د

�fG

ری�

of women rejecting all violence

ن��X ا	��&ء ا	�ا�f&ت 	@A أش@&ل ا	���    
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Increased education implies more 
reluctance to accept physical abuse

• … which partly explains 
urban-rural differences

• Working women less 
inclined to accept 
physical violence

No difference 
between employed 
and non-employed 
men
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ی'�&�U #�ى �XUل ا	��� ا	���ي #^ ارت�&ع      
ا	/�'�ى ا	'���/�   


�� ا�
	و��ت ���    •�� 	�
  وا��ي �
ا�	�� و ا���	    

•        ����� �����ت أ�� ��  ا� ��ء ا�
ا�� � ا�"�!ي    

    ��e	&#��� و ا�	&ل ا��	ق ��� ا�� z
���#&!

Y&ن�ي أو 
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إ!�ادي

ا�'�ائ�

أAU #� ا�'�ائ� 

    A/�	ة ا�U Aداخ

  A/�	ة ا�U خ&رج

of women rejecting all violence

ن��X ا	��&ء ا	�ا�f&ت 	@A أش@&ل ا	���    
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Increased family income also implies 
more reluctance to accept physical 

abuse

• … but effect of 
income much 
smaller than 
education
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           Aي #^ ازدی&د دخ���	ا ���	ا AX*ى ت�# �U&�'ی
ا س�ة

•    AUأ Aخ�	ازدی&د ا ��Y@� ت�	و  
 �@�b� #� ت��Y� ا	'���- 

�	&!

#'�س� !&	�
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 ~�;�#

of women rejecting all violence
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Education really makes a difference!
! �0�60$5 ��ق وا�3      

• Strong effect within 
each income group

• Equally strong 
effect within age 
groups (not shown)
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Some variables do not reveal much variation
� آ�$8       .
��� ا��6<$�ات � ت)ل >0; ت8

• Age of respondent
But men under 30 
less supportive of 
violence

• Years of marriage

   !/� ا	/�	� �&	�X&ن    •
    AUه- أ ��YZb	ا wI&ل ت��	ا �@	

د!/& 	����

!�د س��ات ا	�واج      •
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Prevalence of abuse

ان',&ر ا	���    
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22% of married women ever beaten
 
?8)
� ا�+(
ء ا���6و�
ت �) ت���� �0-�ب             
 %22

• Almost half of 
them with 
children 
present

• One-fourth 
when pregnant
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Ever beaten
when pregnant
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  ن�F ا	z&Iت   •
ت*�یG  &X��fI� wYر 

ا وzد  
  ر�^ ا	z&Iت أ�Y&ء    •

   A/I	ا

ت���� 	�f�ب    
 A/I	ء ا&�Yأ

ت���� 	�f�ب    
 ��fIر ا وzد

ت���� 	�f�ب  
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Slapping most common forms of violence 
� أش$B ا 	اع ا��+�           
ا�B2E ه	 

• Some difference 
in reporting 
between 
husbands and 
wives
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ی��� ��~ اiخ'Zف 
��� أ�Uال ا زواج و  

  ا	�و�&ت
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���C#  �,�  &dذ 

!&#�d& ���� ��ي  
a�ی*� أخ�ى

ر#&ه& ��ي ش��   

  h'fX*� &d��� أو &dرآ�

د��d& ، ا#�@d& أو ه�ه&    
�*�ة

 &dص��
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Half of married women ever beaten 
were abused past year -- about 

10% of all married women

• Three in ten 
experienced 
repeated abuse

• Men report slightly 
lower number of 
incidents

0 20 40 60 80

0

1

2-3

4+

Percent

Men
Women

�Gا	� ن�F ا	��&ء ا	/'�و�&ت ا	Zت�       
ت���� 	�f�ب U� ت���� 	���� ا	���    

#� إ�/&	� ا	��&ء   % �G 10ا	�   –ا	/&���  
ا	/'�و�&ت 

ZYث ن�&ء #� آA !,�ة    •
ت���� 	��� #'@�ر

•      A��*� AUد أ�&ل ����	ح ا�ص  
�G �#Nادث ا	���

u
m

b
er

 o
f b

ea
tin

gs
 p

as
t 1

2 
m

on
th

s

	ـ     
ل ا
Z
 خ
�
��
 ا	
ث
�اد
G 
�د
!

12
    �
��
&/
 ا	
�ا
dش
 



”Woman in Syria Today”
Seminar at Damascus University

25-26 June 2006

Variation in life-time abuse reflects 
variation in attitudes

• Also a little lower 
among women 
married less than 
5 years (15% 
versus 22%)
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Percent ever beaten

     u@ة ی�&�I	ى ا�!�\ # ���	ی� �� ا&X'	ا
   �U/�ا	ی� �� ا�راء و ا&X'	ا

• ��� A��*� AU? أ��	ا
ا	��&ء ا	/'�و�&ت #�{   

  �# AU15( س��ات 5أ
 % A�&*#22(%

  Z;/�� ا !�\ دخ	ت ا&�ا	�

  Z;/�� ا دن\ دخ	ت ا&�ا	�

Y&ن�ي �/& ��ق

إ!�ادي

ا�'�ائ��

أAU #� ا�i'�ائ�� 

 J,#د 

J,#ری� د

(As reported by women)

ن��X ا	��&ء ا	/���&ت �&	f�ب #��G &*X? أ�Uال ا	��&ء   
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Clear association between life-time 
abuse and attitudes towards physical 

violence

0 10 20 30 40 50

Physical violence always
inappropriate

Physical violence sometimes
appropriate (1-4 situations)

Physical violence often
appropriate (5-8 situations)

Percent ever beaten

ت�ا�J وا�" ��� ا	��� !�\ #�ى  
ا	�I&ة و ا�راء �Gل ا	��� ا	���ي    

   &X	&T ي �&ئ����	ا ���	5(ا
) z&Gت 8-

ا	��� ا	���ي �&ئ� أ�G&ن& 
) z&Gت 1-4 (

�T� �&ئ� #��*&   ا	��� ا	���ي

(As reported by women)

ن��X ا	��&ء ا	/���&ت �&	f�ب #��G &*X? أ�Uال ا	��&ء   
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Variation in abuse past year closely 
resembles variation in life-time abuse

� �� ا��+� >0;     .

�F ا�86�.    �$�
�� �� ا��+�   �0(+� ا�.
ا�86

)ى ا��$
ة  
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The importance of education is 
evident

• Only 2% of men 
saying that 
physical abuse is 
never appropriate 
admit past-year 
beating of their 
wives. 

0 5 10 15 20 25

Damascus urban

Damascus rural

Secondary or higher

Preparatory

Elementary

Less than elementary

Physical violence always inappropriate

Physical violence sometimes appropriate
(1-4 situations)

Physical violence often appropriate (5-8
situations)

Percent

 �I�'���- وا	أه/�� ا
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  &X	&T ي �&ئ����	ا ���	ت8-5(اz&G (
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 شd�ا ا	/&��� �G? أ�Uال ا	��&ء    12ن��X ا	/���&ت �&	f�ب خZل ا	ـ    
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A higher rate of last-year beatings 
among young women

• Men’s reporting by age is very 
similar

• Women: years of marriage no impact
• Men married <10 years more often 

report beating their wives (12.5% 
versus 6%)
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 شd�ا ا	/&��� �G? أ�Uال ا	��&ء  12ن��X ا	/���&ت �&	f�ب خZل ا	ـ     
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Education makes a difference for 
women at all ages

• Young, highly 
educated men 
report 3% more
beating than 
women (11.5% 
versus 8.5%) –
else minimal 
difference
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Type of injuries & severity of abuse

#�ى ش�ة ا	���& ن�!�� اiص&�&ت     
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One in four (26%) women ever 
abused report physical injuries

• Only 17% of 
men admit 
inflicting 
injuries
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The majority (80%) of the injured 
have stayed away from normal 
duties due to the beating

• Almost half 
(45%) of them 
have been in 
need of medical 
treatment
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Conclusion

• A specialized survey would 
probably have resulted in higher 
rates of wife abuse, as have more 
in-depth studies in Egypt and 
Jordan

• A similar approach to ours 
applied in Jordan and Lebanon 
yielded comparable prevalence 
rates

• In future specialized studies, not 
only physical but verbal, 
emotional, psychological and 
sexual abuse should be covered
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Conclusion (cont’d)

• The survey suggests good 
consistency in reporting between 
women and men

• This could have implications for 
future studies, suggesting that 
one can rely on information from 
either sex and hence save 
resources (time and cost)
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Conclusion (cont’d)

• Education emerges as a key 
explanatory factor

• Young women in their first 
years of marriage are more 
exposed to beating from their 
husbands than other women

• These two implications should 
have policy implications, 
suggesting that targeting the 
young would have significant 
impact on the prevalence of 
physical wife abuse in Syria 
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