Ay Fafo

Physical Wife Abuse O A 5l A saall Cainll

among Palestinian 4 ) g A cuda ) s
Refugees in Syria

Results from a

household survey Bt (e o Ge
(Not previously presented/ ("“‘9\"“ s s = 6’5 )
published)
By Age A. Tiltnes, Fafo 5

"Woman in Syria Today”
Seminar at Damascus University
'9) 25-26 June 2006




Ay Fafo

The survey

* Household survey (2001)

— 4,930 families (27,158 persons)

— 13 refugee camps and 52 other
areas (173,000 people)

* Cooperation between PCBS, GAPAR
& Fafo
— Local staff

* Focus on living conditions
— Demography
— Housing
- Health
— Education
— Labour force
— Income
— Etc.
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The survey cont'd

Three questionnaires — three respondents
» Household head

e Currently married women (4,315)
- 3,841 eligible for domestic violence questions

» Randomly selected adult (4,930)
— 2,143 men
1,293 eligible for domestic violence questions
- 2,787 women
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Are the findings valid at a
national level?

Does the sample represent
the Syrian population?

* Represents the 173,000
poeple residing in the 65
locations covered by the survey

* there are Some 130,000
Palestinians elsewhere (2001)

» A predominantly urban
population
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Representative
sample cont’d

Basic statistics resemble that of
the (urban) Syrian population

— TFR of 3.3 (similar to urban TFR for
Syria)

- Maternal mortality of 74 (Syria, 65)

- Infant mortalitiy of 22 (Syria, 24)

- 2.1 person per room (Syria, 1.8)

- 23% illiteracy among persons aged
25+ (Syria, 28%)

- 22% home deliveries (Syria, 45%)

- 95% postnatal control (Syria, 77%)

- Labour force participation &
unemployment rates as for Syrian
nationals
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Physical abuse --
Topics to be covered

o Attitudes

e Prevalence

e Injuries

e Seriousness of abuse

e Variation by,
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Attitudes
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Wife beating “legitimate” after certain “offenses’
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Two-thirds disapprove all physical violence
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Physical violence often O Men
appropriate (5-8 situations)
B Women
Physical violence sometimes
appropriate (1-4 situations)

Physical violence always
Inappropriate
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67% of
married men
and 70% of
married
women says it
IS never
appropriate for
a husband to
use physical
force against
his wife
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Considerable urban-rural differences
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Increased education implies more
reluctance to accept physical abuse

] st :
? ﬁii Secondary or higher
3] Preparatory

(S Elementary

S5 0B | ess than elementary
Jaall 3.8 Jal In labour force

dellzdz & Not in labour force

tmj\cagw\uyd\dﬁguuaﬁm
adaill (5 gl

... Which partly explains
urban-rural differences

- | | | 3 Working women less
| inclined to accept
. | | | 3 physical violence
‘ ‘ ‘ | No difference
7 | | 3 3 between employed
_ | | and non-employed
. | | | | men
7 | | | O B g8 Lo ey Ny o
; paal) g iyl
| | | | | ‘ S St JB1 clalad) pluddl)
éd.u@.“ Al
0 20 40 60 80 100 Ll el Ol g s 33 Y
Percent cplale

of women rejecting all violence

Caiml) JICET S clad) ) e Lol A

©)

"Woman in Syria Today”
Seminar at Damascus University

O

25-26 June 2006



Ay Fafo

Increased family income also implies 323l g gl diall Jif (50 (8l
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Education really makes a difference!
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Some variables do not reveal much variation
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Prevalence of abuse
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22% of married women ever beaten
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Slapping most common forms of violence
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« Some difference
in reporting
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Half of married women ever beaten
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Variation in life-time abuse reflects ~ oS=3ball g Glo il 2 Gl
variation in attitudes il gl 5 1Y (A O

Mas eVl il ) e Also a little lower
among women
married less than
5 years (15%

Highest of 5 income groups
versus 22%)
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Clear association between life-time
abuse and attitudes towards physical
violence
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Variation in abuse past year closely
resembles variation in life-time abuse
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The importance of education is daial g anlaill dreal
evident
(SV1a 8-5) Lle i gl il Physical violence often appropriate (5-8
situations)
SYs (4-1) al Sila gauall el Physical violence sometimes appropriate

* Only 2% of men
saying that
physical abuse is
never appropriate
admit past-year
beating of their
wives.

(1-4 situations)

ol Pl e sauall Caiall Physical violence always inappropriate
A0 e 8 Less than elementary

Al Elementary

Aalac)
e Preparatory

Ja ol (e Jad 942
caiall b ) ga yua
Il s e (ganall

G5 lddy i Secondary or higher

(Oied () Damascus rural .
| 52w agily | 58 i)
Beia Damascus urban Al ‘.é a@—’\AJJ
‘ dacaldll
25 O
Percent
beaten past 12 months as reported by women "Woman in Syria Today”

i % . . . Seminar at Damascus University
. . B N . wdan .
eluall JI g8l Cun dusalall 1yl 12 ) DA @ pealls cildiaal) A 25.26 June 2006




Ay Fafo

A higher rate of last-year beatings ) & Caiall el Jaxs
among young women LLEN Ll duzalal)

45+ years  Men'’s reporting by age is very
similar
« Women: years of marriage no impact

 Men married <10 years more often

o044 | report beating their wives (12.5%

ears
y versus 6%)
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Education makes a difference for B _yall duailly 8 58 anlasl) JSy
women at all ages Dbee VI JS
.. el fine) Preparatory - Young, highly
4w+ 45 g orhigher ; ; educated men
> | | report 3% more
Ji jagsy @ Elementary — | beating than
orless ‘ | women (11.5%
| | versus 8.5%) —
C » Preparatory ‘ | else minimal
i 44-30 Sl el E o higher — | difference
> ! |
< l l
s 3 TN R gl 5422
@ orless ; %3 Aty sy | s
| | Lalaiall laill g e
.. - v Preparatory ! )u .
3029-15 et & PERCCY ; Gl -(%8.50H5a %11.5
il g S Elementary
— orless ‘ ‘
0 5 10 15 20 ©
Percent

beaten past 12 months as reported by women o Rl
Seminar at Damascus Universit
oLl J1 T s calal) |y 12 1 VA o yuaaly Ciiinall Ay o e




Ay Fafo

Type of injuries & severity of abuse
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The majority (80%) of the injured 3 Slla Y e (% 80 ) Al
have stayed away from normal | s dalie Y1 agilal 5 elal e ) 588 55
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Conclusion dayis

A specialized survey would
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probably have resulted in higher
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in-depth studies in Egypt and QRO e R
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Conclusion (cont'd) (25) Ao

The survey suggests good
consistency in reporting between
women and men

This could have implications for
future studies, suggesting that
one can rely on information from
either sex and hence save
resources (time and cost)
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Conclusion (cont'd) () da
« Education emerges as a key O Ll V) (A s 8] 5 el jeday o

explanatory factor eluall 5 Jla )l

 Young women in their first
years of marriage are more
exposed to beating from their
husbands than other women

 These two implications should
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impact on the prevalence of
physical wife abuse in Syria
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