Kitgum. The overall situation in Gulu is only slightly better.

The IDPs in Northern Uganda are constantly afraid, both out-
side of the camps and inside them as well. They are extremely
poor, with limited possibilities for cash income, almost no cred-
it available, and very few receive remittances from relatives.
They depend on humanitarian aid. A minority believe that their
situation will improve. Most believe it will deteriorate. The
research shows that, in their experience, the situation can
almost always become worse, and if the war continues very
much longer this is precisely what will happen.

The IDP population is young, more than 50 percent are under
the age of fifteen. As many as 25 percent of the children have
lost one, or both of their parents, and a huge number of the
women are widows. The role of men in the camps has been
noted in other studies and, while to a certain degree it appears
that their traditional role is vanishing, the present study indi-
cates that that men are just as involved as women in economic
activities.

There are few positive aspects about the IDP situation. One of .

the very few, is the school system in the camps. The report indi-
cates that there is an educational system in the camps that is
working. This should be taken into consideration while planning
for retum.

The IDPs are effectively displaced from their homes, but their
displacement is only a short geographical distance. If peace
comes to Northern Uganda, as many as one third of the IDP
population, or approximately 400,000 people, may start moving
out of the camps spontaneously. Another third will move if some
assistance is given, while a final third will remain in the camps,
at least for a while. The implications are that assistance
providers will have to plan for at least three alternative scenar-
ios that may take place at more or less the same time and
place.

Some of the highlights of the Study:
Gistribution by age and sox I fhe 107 camps
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* More than 50 percent below 15 years of age

* A significant propartion of young men is missing {20-29
years of age)
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+ Nine percent of all children are
orphans

Twalve percent widowed
women, 30-44 years of age,
twice as high as in the rest of
Uganda
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originate from
another district than
they currently live

llliteracy by gender

i women
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84 percent of aduit
LE women have not

' compieted primary
E school ’

Only nine percent of
adult men have
compieted secondary
schoo!

* 75 percent are currently enfolied in

schools
~ 76 percent bays
- 73 parcent girls

+ & percent of the 13-years old have

droped out

« Children start late at school
- 87 percant of the 7-years oid are enrolied

— 92 parcent of the 11-ysars oid 35w enroliud o
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Even though there are
organised supplies of
water in most camps

~ One of five have
unsafe drinking
water

~ Conditions worst in
Pader

*+ One out of four houssholds
in Pader do not have any
toilet facilifios at all

« Lack of proper toifets lead
to bad sanitary conditions
inside the camps

— Children make their
toilet within the camp
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+ About half of the
households have Jand
outside the camp:

-~ 58 percent in Gulu
- 38 percent in Kitgum

~ 40 percent in Pader
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+ Two of three did not
bave any income last
month

= In Pader 75 percent
without any income

« Only 6 percent with an
income of more than
18 US$ fast month

~ In Padar only 2
percent

+ 85 percant of the
houssholds receive food
aid

More humanitarien given in
Kitgum than in Guiu and
Pader
* Among the receivers:

- 33 parcent raceived in June
/= 8% percant in May

= 12 percont March-Aprit

~ 3percent bafore March
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Gulu  Kitgum Pader

* Only 3 parcent of the
housetiolds receiave
remittances from ralatives
outside Acholiland

» Insum:
~ Paaple da not earn money
- Veuy limited 3ccess to credit
~ Do not receleve remittances

- Dapendanet on humanitsrian
atd

* 14 percent of all the
households have

© members that were
victims of a crime
in the month last
month

Around 1,900
people murdered in
May 2005
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As the research has shown the IDPs in Northern Uganda are
constantly afraid, both inside the camps, but even more when
they move outside of the camps. These people are extremely
poor, with limited possibilities for cash income, almost no cred-
its available, and very few receive remittances from relatives.
They depend on humanitarian aid. The humanitarian situation is
therefore very difficult in Acholiland, and people do not neces-
sarily believe that the future will bring them improvements. The
most pessimistic part of the population is those in Pader

The IDPs are effectively displaced from their homes, but their
displacement is over a short geographical distance. This pop-
ulation is young, more than 50 percent are under the age of fif-
teen. As many as 25 percent of the children have lost one. or
both of their parents, and a huge number of the women are wid-

ows. The role of men in the camps has been debated, andto a i
certain degree their traditional role is vanishing. This report '

shows, however, that men are just as involved as women in
economic activities.

There are few positive aspects about the IDP situation. One of
the very few, may be the school system in the camps. The
report indicates that there is an educational system in the
camps that is working. This should be taken into consideration,
while planning for return situations.

If a peace agreement comes into existent, as many as one
third, i.e. 400,000 people may start moving out of the camps
spontaneously. Another third will move if some assistance is
given, while the last third will remain the camps, at least for a
while. This means that stakeholders must plan for three alter-
native return processes that will probably take place at the
same time and in many of the same places.

The majority of the population does not believe that the situa-
tion will improve. They believe it will deteriorate. The research
shows that in their experience the situation can almost always
become worse, and if the war continues very much longer this
is precisely what is likely to happen. It is hard to envision very
much progress at all, if the security situation does not improve.
Peace and security is the main issue. The heart of the matter is
that a solution must be found sooner rather than later, and all
stakeholders, be it the international community, the government
and other national and local actors should do more and better
in order to end this conflict now. . :

The research carried out shows that the IDPs in Northern
Uganda are constantly afraid, both inside the camps, but even
more when they move outside of the camps. These people are
extremely poor, with limited possibilities for cash income,
almost no credits available, and very few receive remittances
from relatives. They depend on humanitarian aid. The humani-
tarian situation is therefore very difficult in Acholiland, and peo-
ple do not necessarily believe that the future will bring them
improvements. The most pessimistic parts of the population are
those in Pader.

If peace comes in the North, as many as one third, i.e. 400,000
people may start moving out of the camps spontaneously.
Another third will move if some assistance is given, while the
last third will remain the camps, at least for a while. This means
that stakeholders must plan for three return processes that wil
probably take place at the same time and in many of the same
places.




