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The Rise of the Radical Right and the 
Decline of Social Democracy 







The Battle for the Working Class 



Source: Rennwald & Oesch 2017 

Class support for left, centre right and radical right parties  









3. New Working Class Parties? 





Discourse 
• Critique of (EU) ultraliberalism 

• Defence of health & pension 
spending 

• Strong State to fight inequalities 
(Le Pen) 

• Against increase in retirement 
age (Wilders) 

• Dismantlement of collective 
bargaining (Wilders) 

• Suppression of union monopoly in 
bargaining (Le Pen) 

• Support for Deregulation (FPö) 

•  electoral costs 

Action 



Social democracy vs. National 
protectionism 
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