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If you’re born poor, you will die on average 9 years earlier than 
others. 
If you’re black, you’re treated more harshly by the criminal justice 
system than if you’re white. 
If you’re a white, working-class boy, you’re less likely than anybody 
else in Britain to go to university. 
If you’re at a state school, you’re less likely to reach the top 
professions than if you’re educated privately. 
If you’re a woman, you will earn less than a man. If you suffer from 
mental health problems, there’s not enough help to hand. 
If you’re young, you’ll find it harder than ever before to own your 
own home. 
 
(…) 
 
I know you’re working around the clock, I know you’re doing your 
best, and I know that sometimes life can be a struggle. The 
government I lead will be driven not by the interests of the 
privileged few, but by yours. 

Theresa May PM, 13 July 2016 



• Britain at the forefront of globalisation since the 
1980s… 

• …coupled with a deregulated labour market… 

• …and increasing social liberalism. 

• Should Brexit be considered a protest vote 
against all – or parts – of the above? If so: how 
can the politicians respond? 

2016: the year that liberal 
internationalism was rejected 



Social inequality over time 

Source: https://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/how-has-inequality-changed 



The influx of immigration 



What was Tory Euroscepticism grounded in? 

Classic Euroscepticism 
- democratic deficit (only legitimate authority is that 

which resides in the UK Parliament). 
- inefficiency of the EU (waste of resources, unnecessary 

regulation. 

But adding fuel to EU sceptics in Britain: 
1.  A sense of crisis; the perception that the EU can no 

longer manage, that the Union adds to the dangers. 
2. Concerns about excessive immigration and a desire to 

regain control of our borders. 





Territorial divide: Leave percentage across 
different regions 

• Seven of the 10 areas with the highest share of Remain were in London. (from Lambeth 78%).  
• Also note: Edinburgh 74% for Remain; Belfast West 74.1%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Social divide: Leave percentage across 
gender, class, education, age 



The stereotypical Leave voter 

• Living in non-urban area (surprisingly often 
in the Midlands or North). 

• Ethnicity: White British. 

• Low education, age 50+. 

• Party affiliation 2015: Conservative or UKIP. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



The stereotypical Remain voter 

• Living in urban area (or Scotland). 

• Mixed ethnicity. 

• High education, young age. 

• Party affiliation 2015: Labour, Lib Dems, 
Greens (or SNP). 

 

 

 

 
 

 



London 

Source: Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Results_of_the_United_Kingdom_European_Union_membership_referendum,_2016#/media/File:United_Kingdom_EU_referendum_2016_area_results_(Greater_London).svg 

 

 

 
 

Lambeth: 
78,6% Remain. 

Havering: 
69,7% Leave. 

Hackney: 
78,5% Remain. 

Hillingdon: 
56,4% 
Leave. 

Sutton: 
53,7% 
Leave. 

Hammersmith 
and Fulham: 
70,0% Remain. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Results_of_the_United_Kingdom_European_Union_membership_referendum,_2016/media/File:United_Kingdom_EU_referendum_2016_area_results_(Greater_London).svg


Thames Estuary 

Source: the Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/politics/ng-interactive/2016/jun/23/eu-referendum-live-results-and-analysis 

 

 

 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/ng-interactive/2016/jun/23/eu-referendum-live-results-and-analysis


Whatever the doctor prescribed:  
is Brexit the cure?  

• Leaving the EU will hardly change the economic 
structures of post-industrial Britain: 

⇒an unhealthy reliance on financial services and 
consumer debt.  

⇒an oversized low-skilled, poorly paid service sector. 
⇒a deregulated labour market permitting a race to 

the bottom. 

• But after all, that was never the aim of Conservative 
Eurosceptics. 

 
 



An overarching dilemma 

• Conservative Euroscepticism is grounded in a desire 
to maximise trade but to minimise…  

a) unwanted migration 

b) unwanted EU regulation (and EU influence as such) 

c) budget contributions 

In general: avoid Europe, but make an economic 
success of it. 



Classic tenets in 21st century clothing 

Full circle back to an empire of free trade? 

Britain a great power in its own right? 

Return to the paradigm of undisputed 
sovereignty of Parliament? 

 
 

 
 

 



• Forening for alle med interesse 
for britisk politikk og 
samfunnsliv. 

• Lærere, akademikere, politikere 
og presse som målgrupper. 

• Tidsskrift – British Politics 
Review – med fire utgivelser i 
året + jevnlige faglige 
arrangementer. 

• Medlemskap kr 200 i året! 

• www.britishpoliticssociety.no 

 

http://www.britishpoliticssociety.no/
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