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• 123 million people displaced in 
2024

• 37 million of these are refugees

• Less than 1% of refugees are 
resettled. 
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Understanding the selection process
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• many organizations/agencies 
involved in resettlement

• different categories/criteria for 
prioritization at different stages of 
the selection

• How to create common 
understandings and consistent 
practices for selection?



International research project
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Malmö University - Logo

https://mau.se/en/


Research Questions
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• what does it mean in practice to 
select the most vulnerable and 
leave no one behind? 

• Who are these most vulnerable?

• How is vulnerability defined in the 
different contexts and phases of 
the resettlement process? 



Data material
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• Qualitative interviews with 
national immigration/integration 
authorities and UNHCR

• Policy documents

• Participant observation & access 
to case documents 

• Political debates on vulnerability 
and resettlement
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Vulnerability revisited

• «The most vulnerable», who are they?

• How does resettlement work in various contexts?

• The prioritization of women and girls

• Can one be too vulnerable for resettlement?

• When does resettlement cease to facilitate burden sharing?
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